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Commissioners Declare National Safe Boating Week 

 

Leonardtown, MD – According to the Patuxent River Sail and Power Squadron, an average of 

700 people die each year in boating related accidents across the U.S. Nearly 70% of those deaths 

are caused by drowning, with the vast majority of these determined to be human error or poor 

judgment and not by the boat, equipment or environmental factors. With the summer boating 

season set to begin, the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County declared National Safe Boating 

Week to bring greater awareness to boating safety.   

“Around 80% of boaters who lose their lives by drowning each year would be alive today had 

they worn their life jackets,” said Commissioner Tom Jarboe (1
st
 District). “Modern life jackets 

are more comfortable, more attractive and more wearable than styles of years past and deserve a 

fresh look by today’s boating public.”  

The Patuxent River Sail and Power Squadron offers boating education classes to the citizens of 

St. Mary’s County and Southern Maryland. They have done so for more than 60 years. Successful 

completion of Maryland’s Boating Course meets the educational requirements for boating 

operation in all 50 states.  

In proclaiming National Safe Boating Week, the commissioners join with the Patuxent River Sail 

and Power Squadron in kicking off the year-round effort to promote safe boating and urge all 

citizens who boat to “Wear It” and practice safe boating habits. 

 

 

Media outlets are free to use photos from the ceremony – which can be downloaded from the 

county’s photo page at http://www.flickr.com/photos/stmaryscountygovernment/sets/. Outlets 

publishing photos from the photo page are asked to courtesy the “St. Mary’s County Public 

Information Office.” 
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