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The St. Mary’s County Commission for Women (CFW) was established in July 1976 as a 

result of legislation passed by the Maryland General Assembly to address matters of 

specific concerns to women.  Members of the CFW are appointed by the Board of County 

Commissioners for St. Mary’s County. 

 

 

Purpose: 

1. Study issues of concern to the women of St. Mary’s County including:   

      employment, education, child care, health, family and legal rights, women  

      in elected office, financial management, land ownership and domestic  

      violence. 

2. Recommend to the Board of County Commissioners courses of action dealing  

      with the aforementioned issues and other high priority concerns. 

3. Educate the public regarding issues of importance to the women of St. Mary’s  

      County. 

4. Work with, support and build coalitions with other agencies. 

5. Collaborate with Maryland Commission of Women. 

 

Accomplishments and Activities: 

 

The planning retreat was held July 10, 2010 .Elections were held and goals and objectives 

were defined and prioritized.  The following officers were elected:  Norma Pipkin, Chair, 

Juanita Nether, Vice Chair and Connie Clausen, Secretary.  The Theme, “Our Strength is 

Our History” was adopted. 

 

Priorities for the upcoming year were established.  It was determined that the group 

would continue to initiate the following proclamations:  Women’s Equality Day to honor 

the passage of the 19
th
 amendment giving women the right to vote, Domestic Violence 

and  Breast Cancer Awareness.  The CFW members would visit the Veterans home in 

November, participate in the Women’s Wellness Day sponsored by the Delicados and St. 

Mary’s County Hospital and continues collaboration with Lyn Fitrell, representative to 

Maryland Commission of Women.  The Women’s History Banquet was held March 16, 

2011 to honor volunteer efforts of local women and raise fund in the support of the Jane 

Hale Scholarship for returning students to CSM.      

 

In October 2010, the Board of County Commissioner recognized October as Domestic 

Violence Awareness month.  The CFW was supported by member of the Family 

Violence Coordinating Council.  The proclamation demonstrated the collaborative efforts 

and need to educate and foster community awareness.  The CFW continues to be 

represented on the Family Violence Coordinating Council. Norma Pipkin manned a 

display at the Oyster Festival to provide information on Domestic Violence and talked 



with several mothers concerned about their daughter’s welfare in their present 

relationship. 

 

During the month of November, members presented certificates and flowers to women 

residents at the Charlotte Hall Veterans Home.  The veterans as well as the spouses were 

recognized for their sacrifice to maintain home and family during war time. The visits are 

special to the residents as well as the commission members. The women have an 

opportunity to share their experiences with willing listeners.  Women Veterans are 

usually missed when honors and recognitions are given during this time.  It was during 

this visit that the commission members learned the women’s need for personal items.     

The members used the holiday gathering as an opportunity to collect and deliver personal 

items needed for the women Veterans. 

 

In December the members continued planning for the banquet, adding an additional 

category to the honorees. New this year was the Woman of Tomorrow.  These honorees 

were high school students’ grades 9 through 12. The final category was for community 

service.    

 

In January a letter was sent to Dr. Martirano, Superintendent of St. Mary’s County Public 

Schools by the CFW Chair, Norma Pipkin supporting the new program to prevent 

bullying in the schools.  The letter outlined the need for such a program and requested 

that the same emphasis and approach be placed on helping our young people recognize 

and develop healthy relationships. During our outreach activities, the St. Mary’s 

Commission for Women was approached by parents who have teenage daughters in 

abusive relationships.  Because of this, the CFW has joined forces with St. Mary’s 

County Public Schools and the College of Southern Maryland to improve the education 

efforts for healthy relationships. During the school year 2011-2012, these partners will 

build on this initiative through performing art presentations. 

 

 On February 26, 2010 the CFW members prepared and hosted a display at the Women’s 

Wellness Day.  The 2010 theme was “A Thoughtful Approach to Women’s Wellness” as 

in the past, commission focused on resources for domestic violence.  The layout of the 

event is such that women are able to participate in screening, access information on 

domestic violence and maintain anonymity.  Through personal observations and the 

broadcast of tragic events makes this awareness an ongoing necessity. 

 

In March the Board of County Commissioners recognized March as Women’s History 

Month by presenting the CFW members with a proclamation.  The Women’s History 

Banquet was held on March 16, 2010.  This proved to be the largest attendance in the 

history of this event.   Taylor Spencer a senior at St. Mary’s Ryken, one of five 

impressive young women, was named Woman of Tomorrow.  The Lifetime Achievement 

Award was given to Dotty Barclift for her efforts to level the playing field for women.  

She was one of a small group of women who came to the St. Mary’s County 

Commissioners to urge them to establish a Commission for Women.   The Woman of the 

Year Award had 13 nominees highlighting the many community services provided.  Sue 

Smith, nominated by Girl Scout Troop 1443 and Hollywood Methodist Church was 



chosen as winner.  The keynote speaker, Rear Admiral Michelle Howard, Chief of Staff 

to the Director for Strategic Plans and Policy, did an excellent job of introducing 

Pioneering Rules for women. All nominees were recognized and Woman of Tomorrow 

and the Community Service submissions were ranked by independent judges.  Banquet 

attendees were also made aware of the Jane Hale Sypher Scholarship and donations were 

accepted in support of the scholarship.  The CFW members take great pride in sponsoring 

this event that gives honor to some many deserving women. 

 

On April 13, 2011, Gretchen Hardman and Juanita Nether attended a Volunteer 

Appreciation Banquet at the Charlotte Hall Veterans Home. The CFW received a 

Certificate of Appreciation for supporting women veterans. 

 

The CFW submitted a letter to Montgomery County in support of the continuation of the 

Maryland Commission for Women.  It is a valuable resource for local CFW. 

 

Membership 

 

The FY 2011 membership of the CFW is as follows: 

 

1. Norma Pipkin, Chair 

2. Juanita Nether, Vice Chair 

3. Marta Kelsey, Secretary 

4. Krisanne Bentley 

5. Connie Clausen 

6. Pat Friend 

7. Gretchen Hardman 

8. Denise Krumenacker 

9. Jamilliah Thomas 

10. Rev. Meredith Wilkins-Arnold 

 

The CFW members have shown extreme dedication to bringing recognition and service 

to women of St Mary’s County.  The four new members that were appointed for FY 2012 

will bring additional creativity, innovation, and support. 

 

The challenge of funding projects continues therefore, the commission is seeking funds 

through grants and fund-raising efforts to support the healthy relationship initiative and 

the Jane Hale Sypher scholarship.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

Juanita Nether, Chair 

 

August, 2011 

 

 


