
 

MINUTES 
REGULAR SESSION 

ST. MARY’S COUNTY METROPOLITAN COMMISSION 
MAY 13, 2010 

 
 

 
The meeting commenced at 3:09 p.m.  In attendance were Commissioners Werner, 
Lancaster, St. Clair, Tudor, and Sullivan; MetCom staff Meiser, Ichniowski, Shick, 
Cullins, Fehn, Frederick, Sullivan, Edwards, and Comeau-Stanley.  
 
MOTION TO APPROVA AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Lancaster moved to approve the Agenda as presented by staff.  
Commissioner Tudor seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner St. Clair moved to approve Minutes of the Regular Session, dated 
April 22, 2010.  Commissioner Tudor seconded the motion and approval was 
unanimous. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
A.  Task Force Update 
 
Ms. Meiser briefed the Commissioners on the Task Force activity, to include the creation 
of the initial first draft report, authored by member Ford Dean. A copy of the report was 
provided by email to the Commissioners upon our receipt last week.  Since that time, staff 
has collectively prepared comments on the draft and they are being provided to the 
Commissioners today.  A copy has also been provided to all Task Force members. Ms. 
Meiser announced that the next Task Force meeting is scheduled for 9:00 am tomorrow 
morning.  Ms. Meiser suspects that from now until the end of May, the Task Force will be 
modifying and finalizing the draft report.  Although statutorily given until June 30th to 
complete their work, it has been stated on several occasions that they hope to be finished 
by the end of May.  Ms. Meiser also announced that beyond tomorrow’s meeting, there is a 
meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May 26, from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm and three others 
currently scheduled in June.        
 
B.  Budget Reviews by County 
 
Ms. Meiser provided details on the presentation of the Capital Improvement Plan and 
Budget to the Planning Commission on Monday, April 26 and Monday, May 10.  After 
providing the Planning Commissioner with the requested additional information, they 
passed a motion authorizing the Chairman of the Planning Commission to write the letter, 
which is typically written every year, stating that they found our projects to be consistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan.  That letter is then issued to the Board of County 
Commissioners and also enables MetCom to move forward with obtaining it’s financing 
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from the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and the Department of Housing 
and Community Development (DHCD).  It is a requirement that there be a determination 
that the projects for which we are seeking financing are consistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan.   
 
Ms. Meiser indicated that Tuesday morning, May 11, we were before the Board of County 
Commissioners to present our Operating and Capital Budgets for their review.  The 
presentation went well.  Ms. Meiser indicated that although the presentations to both the 
Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners are informational meetings, 
depending upon the recommendations of the Task Force and any subsequent changes to the 
code, the presentations may be for approval, rather than information only. 
 
FISCAL OFFICER’S REPORT 
 
A.  Rate Change Public Hearing 
 
Ms. Shick advised the Commissioners of the upcoming public hearing and referred to the 
public hearing notice located in their binders.  This hearing will be held Tuesday, May 25 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Metropolitan Commission headquarters.  The hearing will be held to 
discuss the Capital Improvement Budget for FY11-FY16 the Operating Budget and 
proposed rate changes to become effective July 1, 2010.  This public hearing was 
published in the Enterprise newspaper yesterday and will appear 5/14, 5/19 and 5/21 
editions.  Each MetCom customer was notified with their May bill.  Notice is also posted 
on our payment window and our website.  Ms. Shick advised that once complete, her 
presentation will be emailed to all of the Commissioners in advance of the meeting. 
 
B.  FY11-16 Capital Improvement Budget Revisions 
 
Ms. Shick detailed the two minor changes to the Capital Improvement Budget, which 
included the macerators for five wastewater pumping stations, originally included in FY10 
and FY11 in error, which have now been removed from the budget.  Also taken out of the 
FY11 Capital Improvement Budget is the Charlotte Hall Water Meter Project.  Through a 
recent budget amendment, we were able to pay for this project using our operating budget 
this year.  
 
C. FY10 Operating Budget Amendment   
 
Ms. Shick presented a detailed review of the proposed FY10 Operating Budget 
Amendment for the Commissioners consideration.    
 
Commissioner St. Clair moved to amend the FY 2010 Operating Budget, as 
recommended by the Commission’s Chief Financial Officer, to re-allocate: 

 
(1) $15,237 from the budget expense line for the FX30 Vacuum Excavation 

System;  
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(2) $307 from the budget expense line to replace Truck #555; and 
 
(3) $2,300 from the budget expense line for a Snowplow for Truck #556 

 
to offset the following expenses: 

 
(1) $6,753 to provide additional funds for a universal Electro Fusion 

Machine with Accessories; 
 
(2) $240 to provide additional funds for Office Furniture;   

 
(3) $1,595 for a Trimble LTI True Pulse 360 Laser Range 

Finder/Compass;                  
 

(4) $1,695 for a Trimble Geo Beacon Receiver;   
                                                          
(5) $2,572 for AutoCad Civil 3D Autodesk Software;  

 
(6) $3,656 for a Schonstedt Trace Master II Locator; and   
                                          
(7) $1,333 for Diamond Back 270 Toneau Truck Cover.            
                        

This budget amendment has no effect on The Net Income from Service Charges. 
 
Commissioner Tudor seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
A.  Country Lakes Well Design Contract Award 
 
Mr. Frederick presented the proposal for engineering services for the Country Lakes #2 
well design, which is for a larger, much needed well in County Lakes.  Every summer, 
water restrictions are placed on this development because use exceeds the maximum 
allowed by the Groundwater Appropriation Permit (GAP).  This will give us greater 
capacity for the additional subdivisions, which were added to Country Lakes over the year.  
Also, because the existing well house is not sufficient to handle both wells, a new well 
house will be constructed.  Mr. Frederick indicated that MetCom originally requested the 
proposal back in February and since that time, there have been several updates and changes 
negotiated, resulting in the final proposal submitted for Commissioner’s consideration.  
 
Commissioner Lancaster moved to accept the cost plus fixed fee proposal dated April 
16, 2010, submitted by Whitman, Requardt & Associates, LLP, in the amount of 
$153,930.92, for design and construction drawings, and construction support for the 
Country Lakes Well and new Well House, Project #1091WL.   Commissioner Tudor 
seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
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B.  Patuxent Park Water and Sewer Rehabilitation, Phase 2 Contract Award 
 
Mr. Frederick presented the proposal for engineering services for the design and 
construction drawings for Phase 2 of the Patuxent Park Water and Sewer Rehabilitation.  
Mr. Fredrick announced that part of the water was performed with the streetscape project 
and is ninety-nine percent complete.  Commissioner Lancaster inquired on the status of 
Phase I and Mr. Frederick detailed the state of completion, noting that that Princeton and 
Gambier are one-hundred percent complete and all other aspects of the work associated 
with Phase 1 are nearly ninety-nine percent complete. 
 
Commissioner Tudor moved to accept the cost plus fixed fee proposal dated April 2, 
2010, submitted by Whitman, Requardt & Associates, LLP, in the amount of 
$57,830.74, for design and construction drawings for the Patuxent Park Water and 
Sewer Rehabilitation, Phase 2, Project #8091SR and #8091WR.  Commissioner 
Lancaster seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
FACILITIES MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
A.  Fire Hydrants: Waterous Brand Recall  
 
Mr. Sullivan detailed the safety notice/recall, received last month from American Flow 
Control Corporation, regarding certain Waterous Brand fire hydrants, manufactured from 
1999 to 2004.  There is a possibility of corrosion that takes place in the operating stem in 
regards to the synthetic grease that was used during the manufacturing process.  With the 
corrosion, a possibility exists for the fire hydrants to become difficult to operate and 
impossible to open.  Although we haven’t seen this take place in the field, this corporation 
is willing to pay us to replace these parts, at a rate of $40 per hydrant or will replace them 
for us, using an independent contractor.  Information was requested by the manufacturer to 
allow them to determine the associated costs for replacement or to contract the work.  A 
part-time employee was used to inventory our hydrants and confirmed that 66 of our 2,170 
hydrants in our systems met the criteria.  That listing has been provided to the 
manufacturer and we are preparing a request for reimbursement for the time spent by this 
employee to collect this data.  Mr. Sullivan indicated that it is our intent to have the 
manufacturer contract the work, as our costs to perform the work exceed the $40 per 
hydrant reimbursement cost. 
 
B. Portable Pump Rental Contract Award 
 
Mr. Sullivan announced the re-bid of a contract that has been in place for several years for 
portable pump rentals, which are used more in the wastewater collections area, specifically 
when a pump is out of service or there is a need to bypass to accommodate maintenance.  
While we currently have two portable diesel-powered pumps, used at Marlay-Taylor for 
tank cleaning and use during the facility upgrade, we do occasionally have a need to rent a 
portable pump.  Mr. Sullivan detailed the bid results of this Open-End Contract for the 
Commissioners. 
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Commissioner Tudor moved to accept the proposal dated May 11, 2010 from Power 
Equipment Corporation, and award the proposed Open-End Contract #10-10-F for 
Portable Pump Rental, for the contract prices as listed in their proposal.  
Commissioner St. Clair seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
CONTINUING BUSINESS 
 
A. Reimbursement Policy Ad Hoc Committee Appointees  
 
Ms. Meiser presented the names of the appointees and alternates selected to serve on the 
Ad Hoc Development Reimbursement Policy Committee and announced that Pat Mudd, 
Cindy Greb, Carl Franzen and Becky Shick have agreed to serve.  Should Ford Dean be 
unable to serve, as his commitment with the Task Force is ongoing, we will contact the 
selected alternates to fill the remaining position and will begin work on this effort.  
 
B. Capital Contribution Charges: Chancellor’s Run Road 
 
Ms. Meiser addressed an action taken by the Board at the April 22, 2010 meeting, which 
applied the current FY 2010 Capital Contribution Charge to all Zone 4 properties of the 
Chancellor’s Run Road Water Line Project.  Further, Ms. Meiser indicated that there were 
two properties in Zone 3 that should have also been included, as their ready-to-serve letters 
will be issued at the same time as those issued for Zone 4.  Ms. Meiser indicated that it was 
an oversight and requested that Board consider amending the motion to include those two 
properties.   
 
Commissioner Lancaster moved to amend the motion previously adopted by this 
Board at its April 22, 2010, meeting, regarding the Capital Contribution Charges to 
be paid by all Zone 4 Properties of the Chancellor’s Run Road Water Line Project, to 
include the following two (2) Zone 3 Properties, as if they had been included in the 
original April 22, 2010 motion: 
 

(1) 21925 Chancellor’s Run Road; and 
(2) 21929 Chancellor’s Run Road. 

 
Tudor seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Commissioner Tudor moved to adjourn into Executive Session at 3:52 p.m. to discuss 
Personnel Matters.  Commissioner Lancaster seconded the motion and approval was 
unanimous. 
 
The meeting readjourned into Regular Session at 4:25 p.m. 
 



Minutes 
Regular Meeting, 05/13/10 
Page 6 
 
 
Commissioner St. Clair moved to approve Minutes of Executive Session, dated April 
22, 2010.  Commissioner Tudor seconded the motion and approval was unanimous.  
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS’ TIME 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Commissioner St. Clair moved to adjourn at 4:27 p.m.  
Commissioner Lancaster seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Daniel F. Ichniowski, Secretary 


