
MINUTES 
REGULAR SESSION 

ST. MARY’S COUNTY METROPOLITAN COMMISSION 
JANUARY 28, 2010 

 
 

 
The meeting commenced at 3:01 p.m.  In attendance were Commissioners Werner, 
Lancaster, St. Clair, Barthelme, Tudor, Hanson, Owen  and Oliver (representing Captain 
Andrew Macyko); MetCom staff Meiser, Ichniowski, Schick, Cullins, Frederick, 
Sullivan, Bryan and Comeau-Stanley.  Others in attendance were John B. Norris, III, Jo 
Ann Coombs and Jason Babcock. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Hanson moved to approve the Agenda as presented by staff.  
Commissioner Barthelme seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Lancaster moved to approve Minutes of the Regular Session dated 
January 14, 2010.  Commissioner Owen seconded the motion and approval was 
unanimous. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Commissioner St. Clair moved to accept the Consent Agenda as presented, and to 
hereby approve all matters contained upon the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner 
Hanson seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
A. Coombs Property  
 
SHA Update: Ms. Meiser announced that SHA has not yet made a determination in 
response to our January 13, 2010 written request to relocate the water line, rather than the 
retaining wall. Additionally, in response to our letter, Ms. Coombs submitted a letter to 
SHA on January 18, 2010.  A copy of each letter was provided to the Board. 

 
Connection Deferral: Ms. Meiser spoke to the matter of Ms. Coombs request for 
reconsideration of the connection deferral granted by the Commission, noting that that 
the guidelines created and adopted by the Commission allow for up to, but no more than, 
eighteen-month connection deferral. Discussion ensued amongst Board members on the 
guidelines and the particulars of Ms. Coombs case, specifically the existing well serving 
her residence and adjoining rental property. Commissioner St. Clair posed a question to 
Ms. Coombs, who is present today, regarding a decision made by the Health Department 
on the well.  Ms. Coombs indicated that she had a well sharing agreement filed at the 
Health Department, but that she has not been in contact with the Health Department, as 
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she was awaiting a decision by this Board.    Commissioners requested that Ms. Coombs 
contact the Health Department, as their decision will likely affect decisions made by the 
Metropolitan Commission in the granting of further extensions to her. Ms. Coombs 
agreed to take that for action.  Commissioners Tudor and Barthelme recommended that 
the Board delay any decision until Ms. Coombs can provide data from the Health 
Department on the approval or rejection of the continued use of the shared well serving 
the rental property.   
 
In response to a comment made by Mrs. Coombs at the Task Force Public Forum, 
Commissioner St. Clair asked Mr. Frederick to clarify the separation required between 
water and sewer lines for the Board and Ms. Coombs.  Mr. Frederick obliged. 
   
B.  Graham Property Connection Deferral 
 
Ms. Meiser provided the Board with a copy of a letter submitted by Mr. & Mrs. Graham, 
requesting a six-month deferral to connect to the water line.  Discussion conducted by 
Board members included the age of the well and the aquifer serving it, as well as 
discussion regarding the extra step notification process, which did not occur in Zone 1.  
Board members expressed granting certain consideration to those in this Zone, as 
requests are received.   
 
Board members also discussed common thread in letters received from the Grahams and 
Ms. Coombs, citing SHA’s indication that connection to water line was optional and not 
required. Commissioner Hanson addressed Ms. Coombs to inquire if statement by SHA 
was written.  Ms. Coombs indicated that she would review her documents and would 
provide copies of anything stating the same.  Commissioner Tudor indicated that he is 
hesitant for the Commission to get too involved in a matter that is not our legal issue. Ms. 
Meiser stated that if we can determine that SHA is making representations that they are 
not in a legal position to make, then MetCom would conduct a meeting with SHA to 
advise them of the connection requirements and would request that they not make 
representations about who will and will not be required to connect to the water or sewer 
line.  Commissioner Barthelme interjected by saying that we will do the best we can to 
take care of our customers.  Ms. Meiser offered to obtain any written documents from the 
Grahams, which would indicate that SHA represented that connection to the water line 
was optional.  Commissioner St. Clair indicated that having that information would be 
helpful to the Commission. 
        
In response to comments made by Task Force members at the Public Forum last night, 
Commissioner St. Clair communicated the importance of a written policy regarding 
notification of property owners by MetCom via certified mailing.  Ms. Meiser reiterated 
to the Board that is has been the policy of the Commission for quite some time to issue 
notification in that manner, however in this instance that extra step was not taken.  Mr. St. 
Clair requested that staff generate the necessary language for the policy and present it to 
the Board at the next meeting.  
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Commissioner Owen moved to approve that any property owner in Zone 1 
requesting a connection deferral, be granted a six-month extension.  Commissioner 
Barthelme seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
C.  Payment Request from Marcus, LLC 
 
Ms. Meiser briefed the Board on the request for the project known as the Villas at Settlers 
Landing, detailed in a letter dated January 11, 2010 from the Law Office of John B. 
Norris, III. The Board was also provided with an accounting overview of the unpaid 
account balance and the proposed payment plan.  Mr. Norris made a brief address to the 
Board, which followed with some discussion. 
 
Commissioner Tudor moved to approve the concept of the payment plan submitted 
by Marcus, LLC, for the Settler’s Landing Project, subject to approval of the final 
terms and conditions of an agreement to be prepared by Marcus, LLC.  
Commissioner St. Clair seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
D.  St. Mary’s College EDU Agreement (begin recording at 1:04:40) 
 
Ms. Meiser summarized the proposed EDU Relinquishment Agreement, as presented in a 
letter and agreement prepared by the Office of the Attorney General, dated January 14, 
2010.  After brief discussion by Board, Commissioner Werner requested minor 
corrections to the signature page of the agreement. 
  
Commissioner Barthelme moved to approve the Agreement submitted by the Office 
of the Attorney General, on behalf of St. Mary’s College of Maryland, setting forth 
the terms and conditions by which St. Mary’s College will relinquish 500 EDU’s 
currently allocated for use by St. Mary’s College.  Commissioner Hanson seconded 
the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER’S REPORT 
 
A. FY10 Capital Improvements Budget Amendment 
 
Ms. Shick recommended amendment of the FY 2010 Capital Improvement Budget, 
to re-allocate:  
 

(1) $115,784.00 from sewer contingencies to offset $115,784.00 for the Buck 
Hewitt/Rue Purchase Gravity Sewer Extension project. 

 
This budget amendment does not change the total budget amount in the FY10-FY14 
Capital Improvement Budget.   
 
Commissioner St. Clair so moved.  Commissioner Owen seconded the motion and 
approval was unanimous. 
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B.  Tax Sale 
 
Ms. Shick provided the Board with details of the upcoming tax sale, along with an 
explanation of the process. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
A.  Great Mills Road Water Main Connector Proposal 
 
Mr. Frederick reviewed a proposal and the scope of work, as submitted by Whitman, 
Requardt & Associates for generation of design and constructions drawings for the Great 
Mills Road Water Main Connector, Project No. 8102WM.  A copy of the proposal is 
attached to the minutes. 
 
Commissioner Barthelme moved to accept the cost plus fixed fee proposal dated 
December 10, 2009, submitted by Whitman, Requardt & Associates, LLP., in the 
amount of $44,590.42, for design and construction drawings of the Great Mills Road 
Water Main Connector, Project No. 8102WM.  Commissioner St. Clair seconded 
the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
B.  Oliver Drive Force Main Proposal 
 
Mr. Frederick reviewed a proposal and the scope of work as submitted by Whitman, 
Requardt & Associates for generation of design and construction drawings for the Oliver 
Drive Force Main, Project No. 5081FM.  A copy of the proposal is attached to the 
minutes.  
 
Commissioner St. Clair moved to accept the cost plus fixed fee proposal dated 
December 10, 2009, submitted by Whitman, Requardt & Associates, LLP., in the 
amount of $58,589.29, for design and construction drawings for the Oliver Drive 
Force Main, Project No. 5081FM.  Commissioner Barthelme seconded the motion 
and approval was unanimous. 
 
C. FDR Boulevard Phase I Water Main Proposal 
 
Mr. Frederick reviewed a proposal and the scope of work as submitted by Johnson, 
Mirmiran & Thompson for the design of FDR Boulevard Phase 1 Water Main, Project 
No 8101WM. A copy of the proposal is attached to the minutes. 
 
Commission Barthelme moved to accept the fee proposal dated December 18, 2009, 
Submitted by Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson, in the amount of $68,059.64, for the 
design of FDR Boulevard Phase I Water Main, Project No. 8101WM.  
Commissioner Owen seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
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D.  FY10 Capital Improvements Budget Update 
 
Mr. Frederick presented a Capital Improvements Budget Update Report, a copy of which 
is attached to the Minutes. 
 
FACILITIES MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
A. Marlay-Taylor Discharge Permit Violation 
 
Mr. Sullivan reported on the recent Discharge Permit Violation at the Marlay-Taylor 
Water Reclamation Facility.  The facility exceeded the weekly total of suspended solids 
limitations during the third week of December, 2009, as a result of excessive rainfall 
during that nine day period, which lead to prolonged high flows.  Although the weekly 
total was exceeded, the facility fell within limits for the monthly total.  Mr. Sullivan 
stated that this is the first reported incident of total suspended solids non-compliance for 
this facility.  Furthermore, this matter is considered a non-significant compliance issue, 
so there do not appear to be any regulatory consequences or fines imposed by MDE.      
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Commissioner Lancaster moved to adjourn into Executive Session at 4:39 p.m. to 
discuss property acquisition and potential litigation.  Commissioner Hanson 
seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
The meeting readjourned into Regular Session at 5:04 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Owen moved to approve Minutes of Executive Session dated 
December 10, 2009.  Commissioner Tudor seconded the motion.  Commissioner St. 
Claire asked to open discussion, then immediately withdrew his request.  Vote for 
approval was unanimous. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Commissioner St. Clair moved to adjourn at 5:07 
p.m.  Commissioner Tudor seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Daniel F. Ichniowski, Secretary 


