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From: Tamara Hildebrand 

Sent: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 12:10 AM 

To: Bill Hunt 

Subject: RE: Alcoholic beverage production ordinance 

 

Dear Bill, 

  

I’m sorry that I cannot make the public hearing.  I do have questions. 

  

There are different classes of licensure for distilleries, wineries and 

breweries; each with unique parameters under both the Alcoholic Beverages 

Article & Trade Practices.   

 

The ABB does not license manufacturers, which breweries, wineries, 

distilleries, and rectifiers would fall under, however certain classes of 

manufacturing can obtain a permit or license from the ABB for use in 

conjunction with their State issued license – i.e.: on-site consumption 

permit for a Class 1 Distillery, which allows them to operate a bar.  

Locally licensed bars and restaurants may also apply to the State for 

certain classes of manufacturing licensure – i.e.: a Class 9 limited 

Distillery license can be issued to a licensed bar or restaurant.  So my 

concern is of course the impact this would have on the licensed retailers 

and the State licensed businesses that have a local permit from the ABB. 

  

With that in mind, a few items that seem unclear to me are as follows: 

1. Agricultural Alcoholic Beverage Production – “a license holder as 

defined in §1-101 of the Alcoholic Beverage Article” – that definition 

encompasses all three tiers of license holders:  retail, wholesale & 

manufacturing.   

§ 1-101. Definitions  

(q) License holder. -- 

   (1) "License holder" means the holder of a license issued or a permit 

granted under this article.  

   (2) "License holder" includes:  

   (i) a county liquor control board and a county dispensary; and  

   (ii) for the delivery and billing purposes of Title 2, Subtitle 3 and 

§§ 2-213 and 2-314 of this article, a corporation on behalf of which an 

individual has obtained a license.  

 

Does this change in the Code intend to include all three tiers? 

 

Yes. Any license holder is eligible. 

  

2. Alcoholic Beverage Production – “A facility that is related to the 

manufacture, packaging, storage, promotion, or sale of alcoholic 

beverages.”    Liquor stores, bars and restaurants are facilities related 

to the storage, promotion or sale of alcoholic beverages & in some cases 

packaging (growlers) or manufacturing (Class 9 limited Distillery/ Class 

7 micro-brewery).  I don’t have all the language of this Code to refer 

to, so is the intent only for those facilities that are primarily 

manufacturers? The definition does not seem to make that clear. 

 

The definition has been changed. 
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3. Tasting Room  - “means an area or facility for the sale and 

sampling of alcoholic beverages”.  Does “for the sale” mean product sales 

just for off-site consumption?  In alcohol licensure, “for the sale” 

means either a purchase for off-site consumption (bottle of wine to take 

home) or on-site consumption (mixed cocktail to be consumed at the bar or 

table).  We interpret tasting room as strictly sampling (sizes and number 

of samples restricted by law) – so in the case of a Distillery with an 

on-site consumption permit, that permit is not for sampling, but for 

consumption of a full serving of a mixed cocktail, for sale by the 

serving (limited bar). 

  

4. Regarding the parking standards – in the case that a retailer 

expands their business to include the manufacturing of beer or distilled 

spirits, would they be subject to these parking standards?  I’m not sure 

what they are subject to now, but I know just by observation, that many 

would not be able to comply with this.   

  

And again, for manufacturers, the ABB does not license them, however over 

the years legislation has passed that have overlapped the lines of the 

three tier system, enabling both manufacturers and retailers to operate 

in some fashion on multiple tiers, and which brings them under the 

jurisdiction of the ABB, at least in part.  It does seem this trend will 

continue and expand.  This has led to quite a bit of confusion and 

concern by both licensees and the licensing/enforcement agencies across 

the State.  Each of our agencies are tasked to regulate our assigned 

areas of concern and it is a challenge to help businesses get all the 

information they need to formulate a business plan that complies with all 

the regulations of our various disciplines, both State and County, so my 

hope is that we do not create language that adds to that confusion.  Nor 

cause problems with the residents directly affected by these businesses,  

since in our County, we do not have “industrial parks”, but businesses 

mixed in or in close proximity to residential areas.   

  

Perhaps I am completely off-point here and my questions are irrelevant, 

but the proposed ordinance does not give me any background as to the 

basis of its need, so I can only go off the language as written.  I would 

appreciate clarification, so should there be anything that would affect 

the retailers and manufacturers that hold local permits, I can inform my 

Board and be able to address any questions or concerns our licensees / 

permit holders may have. 

  

Be well, 

-tammy 

Tamara E. Hildebrand 

Alcohol Beverage Board 

301-475-4200 ext 1600 

  

NOTICE: This message and the accompanying documents are intended only for 

the use of the individual or entity to  

which they are addressed and may contain information that is privileged, 

or exempt from disclosure under  

applicable law. If the reader of this email is not the intended 

recipient, you are hereby notified that you are strictly  
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prohibited from reading, disseminating, distributing, or copying this 

communication. If you have received this email  

in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy the original 

transmission. 

  

  

  

  

From: Bill Hunt <Bill.Hunt@stmarysmd.com>   

Sent: Wednesday, December 1, 2021 5:34 AM  

To: Tamara Hildebrand <Tamara.Hildebrand@stmarysmd.com>  

Subject: Alcoholic beverage production ordinance 

  

  

Good Morning: The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County will hold a public 

hearing on the  

attached ordinance on December 7 at 9:00 am. For your information, in 

case you would like to  

attend and possibly make comments. Bill 

  

William B. Hunt, AICP 

Director, St. Mary’s County 

Department of Land Use and Growth Management 

23150 Leonard Hall Drive / PO Box 653 

Leonardtown MD 20650 

301-475-4200 X 71508 

  


