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3.05  INVESTIGATIVE AND ENFORCEMENT TRAFFIC STOPS 
 

PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for conducting 
constitutionally valid investigative and enforcement stops. 

 
3.05.01 Definitions 
 

A. Bias Based Profiling: Law Enforcement initiated action based 
solely on race, gender, age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, 
or cultural group rather than reasonable articulable suspicion or 
knowledge of unlawful activity. 

 
B. Investigative Stop: A stop based on reasonable articulable 

suspicion or knowledge of criminal activity. Information may 
originate with another law enforcement officer or by independent 
investigation. 

 
C. Enforcement Stops:  A traffic stop initiated as a result of an 

observed violation of the criminal or traffic code. A traffic stop 
does not include: a checkpoint or road block stop; a stop of 
multiple vehicles due to a traffic accident or emergency situation 
requiring the stopping of vehicles due to a traffic accident or 
emergency situation requiring the stopping of vehicles for public 
safety; a stop based on radar, laser, or vascar; and a stop for any 
other reason other than a Violation of Maryland Vehicle Law. (e.g. 
suspected criminal activity, vehicle lookout). 

 
D. Reasonable and Articulable Suspicion:  Action taken by the 

deputy sheriff must be reasonable under the existing 
circumstances and based on the deputy sheriff’s knowledge at the 
time. Deputy sheriffs must be able to point to and describe the 
specific factors that raised suspicions and led him or her to take 
action in connection with the traffic stop. 
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E. Delta Plus:  the primary method for biased based stop reporting, 

for both traffic stops and MD Uniform Criminal Citations. 
 

F. Whren or “Pretext” Stop: The U.S. Supreme Court has 
determined that a law enforcement officer who observes a traffic 
violation may stop the violator, even though the true reason for the 
stop is the officer’s interest in investigating where the motorist is 
involved in other criminal activity. The constitutional 
reasonableness of a traffic stop does not depend on the actual 
motive of the individual officer. These types of traffic stops are 
known as Whren or “pretext” stops. 

 

G. Seizure:  In the context of traffic stops, a seizure takes place 
when a deputy sheriff makes an investigative or enforcement stop. 
Seizures during all traffic stops are subject to Constitutional 
constraints. 

 

H. Subsequent Seizure: This form of seizure occurs when the 
original reason for the stop has been satisfied and the deputy 
sheriff continues to detain the motorist and/or passenger(s). Once 
the underlying basis for the initial stop has concluded, a police-
driver or police-passenger encounter which implicates the Fourth 
Amendment is constitutionally permissible only if (1) the driver and 
passenger(s) consents to the continuing intrusion, or (2) the 
deputy sheriff has, at minimum, a reasonable, articulable 
suspicion that criminal activity is occurring. 

 
3.05.002 Policy 
 

The St. Mary’s County Office of the Sheriff is committed to the protection 
of human and civil rights for all people and carrying out law enforcement 
responsibilities in a non-discriminatory manner in accord with the 
Constitution of the United States. The Office of the Sheriff will assure 
every person is treated fairly and provided equal protection under the 
law. 

 
A. The Office of the Sheriff will not use race or ethnicity as a factor 

for the development of policies for stopping, detaining, or 
searching motorists. 

 
B. Deputy sheriffs will not participate in the use of any bias based 

profile as a cause for stopping, detaining, or searching motorists. 
 

C. Bias based profiles will not be utilized by deputy sheriffs and 
officers operating in concert with or under the direction of the 
Sheriff’s Office as a consideration in determining whether to stop, 
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detain, or search motorists. 
 

D. Nothing in this policy statement precludes deputy sheriffs from 
relying upon race as part of a description where a specific suspect 
is sought. 

 
E. All enforcement stops, as defined in this policy will be 

documented. 
 
3.05.003 Guiding Principles 
 

A. All law enforcement action, such as traffic stops, investigative 
stops, arrests, searches and seizures will be based on reasonable 
and articulable suspicion or probable cause as required by State 
Statutes and the U.S. Constitution. 

 
B. Deputy sheriffs must be able to articulate specific facts, 

circumstances, and conclusions, which support their actions. 
 

C. Biased based profiling in traffic contacts, field contacts, asset 
seizures, and all law enforcement actions are prohibited and may 
lead to disciplinary action. 

 
D. Nothing in this, or any other policy or procedure, alters a deputy 

sheriff’s authority to conduct enforcement actions or otherwise 
fulfill their enforcement obligations. 

 
E. All deputy sheriffs will receive initial and periodic training in bias 

based profiling issues which promote and encourage impartial 
policing and prevent the creation, adoption or use of inappropriate 
stereotypes. Applicable training may include, but is not limited to, 
officer safety, courtesy, cultural diversity, search and seizure 
issues and legal aspects, asset seizure and forfeiture, interview 
techniques, interpersonal communication skills, constitutional and 
case law, field contacts and motor vehicle stops. 

 
F. Deputies will be familiar with the content of this policy and operate 

in compliance with it.  Periodic reviews will be conducted at the 
direction of the Assistant Sheriff and documented on SMCSO 
Form 8, Report of Training. 

 
3.05.004 Documenting Motor Vehicle Stops 
 

In accordance with Section 25-113 of the Maryland Transportation 
Article, the Sheriff’s Office must gather specific data elements on Motor 
Vehicle Stops for entry into a database to generate statistical reports to 
the State of Maryland. 
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A. The Sheriff’s Office will enter the required data elements in a 

computer database and by March 31st of each year forward the 
preceding year’s data to: Maryland Justice Analysis Center, 
Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University of 
Maryland, College Park. 

 
B. When required (See 3.05.005), motor vehicle traffic stops will be 

documented primarily through Delta Plus or if Delta Plus is not 
available on an Investigative and Enforcement Traffic Stop 
Documentation Form (SMCSO Form #353).  If submitted using 
SMCSO Form #353, it is to be turned in to supervision no later 
than the end of the shift.  (Delta Plus is also the primary method of 
biased based reporting for MD Uniform Criminal Citations effective 
1/1/13, see SMCSO Policy B2.22 for additional information.) 

 
C. Motor vehicle stops abruptly terminated by a deputy sheriff in 

order to respond to a priority call, before all the required data 
elements can be recorded, will be documented at a later time to 
the best recollection of the deputy sheriff. 

 
D. The following procedure will be used when filling out the 

Investigative and Enforcement Traffic Stop Documentation Form. 
 

All applicable numbered blocks, 1-22 must be completed prior to 
submission. 

 
1. Enter Cad Call Number. 

 
2. Enter date of traffic stop by entering the six- (6) digits 

correspondence to the date (MMDDYY). Enter time of 
traffic stop; utilize the military time format. 

 
3. Enter location of traffic stop, utilizing a street name with an 

address, intersection, or mile marker, and include city and 
county. 

 
4. Enter the approximate (number of minutes) duration of the 

traffic stop. The duration of the stop begins with the actual 
stopping of the vehicle and lasts until the driver of the 
vehicle is informed by the deputy sheriff that he/she is free 
to leave. This figure will include any time devoted to a 
search of the vehicle or any other related activity up to the 
point at which an arrest is made. If an arrest of the driver is 
made as the result of the vehicle stop or search, the deputy 
sheriff stopping the vehicle will record the end of the 
vehicle stop as the time at which the arrest was made. 
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5. Record the primary “initial” traffic violation alleged to have 

been committed that led to the traffic stop. 
 

6. Indicate “Yes” or “No” whether a search was conducted as 
a result of the traffic stop. 

 
7. If “Yes” was checked for #6, record reason for the search, 

i.e. incident to arrest, probable causes, K-9 alert exigent 
circumstances. A pre-tow inventory is not a search. Check 
if the search was consensual. 

 
8. Indicate whether a person, property or both were searched. 

 
9. Indicate “Yes” or “No” whether any contraband or other 

property was seized in the course of the search. 
 

10. Indicate “Yes” or “No” whether a citation was issued as a 
result of the traffic stop and any additional citations. 

 
11. If a Safety Equipment Repair Order was issued, record the 

SERO Code. 
 

12. Indicate if a Written Warning was issued. 
 

13. Indicate if a Verbal Warning was issued. 
 

14. Indicate the basis for the warning. 
 

15. Indicate if the driver was arrested. 
 

16. Indicate the charges – traffic/criminal, section/article. 
 

17. Record the state of registration. 
 

18. Indicate the gender of the driver. 
 

19. Enter the driver’s date of birth. 
 

20. Enter the state and county of driver. 
 

21. Indicate the race or ethnicity of the driver. 
 

22. Enter the printed name and I.D. number of the deputy 
sheriff affecting the traffic stop. 

 
23. Enter the signature of the deputy sheriff and the date the 
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form was prepared. 
 

24. Enter printed name and ID number of supervisor approving 
the form. 

 
25. The supervisor reviewing the form will affix their signature 

and the date. Signature indicates agreement with the 
contents and ensures completeness of the document and 
compliance with agency policies and procedures. 

 
26. Records Unit employees will enter data received. 

 
27. Records Unit employees receiving the form will print their 

full name and ID Number. 
 

28. Records Unit employees will enter data information that is 
on the form into a computerized database. 

 
29. Records Unit employees entering data shall print their full 

name and ID Number. 
 
3.05.005 Computer Aided Dispatching Entry Codes 
 

In all investigative and enforcement traffic stops, deputy sheriffs will use 
one of the following codes when clearing the stop with the 
communication specialist: 

 
X1: Traffic stop cleared with completion of Delta Plus/SMCSO Form 

#353. 
X2: Traffic stop cleared Radar/Laser or License Plate Reader Delta 

Plus/SMCSO Form #353not required. 
X3: 10-50/Public Safety, Delta Plus/SMCSO Form #353 not required. 
X4: Checkpoint/roadblock, Delta Plus/SMCSO Form #353 not 

required. 
X5: Investigatory/suspicious vehicle, Delta Plus/SMCSO Form #353 

not required. 
 

When clearing a stop with the X5 code, the deputy sheriff will enter notes 
in the CAD via their Mobile Data Browser explaining the circumstances 
for the investigative stop. 

 
3.05.006 Responsibilities 
 

A. Deputy Sheriffs:  Deputy sheriffs will ensure all required data 
elements are collected from each required traffic stop and 
recorded on Delta Plus/SMCSO Form #353. 
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B. Supervisors:  Supervisor will review all motor vehicle stop 
documentation prior to submission to the Records Section to 
ensure accuracy and completeness. 

 
C. Records Section Supervisor: The Records Section Supervisor 

will return any documentation that fails to provide all mandated 
data to the appropriate supervisor. 

 
1. The Records Section Supervisor will ensure the proper 

data entry and reporting of motor vehicle stop data for all 
mandated statistical reports. 

 
2. After entering forms in the computer database the Records 

Supervisor may authorize the shredding of entered forms. 
 

D. Assistant Sheriff: 
 

1. Will review and analyze internal agency statistical reports 
provided by Records. 

 
2. Compare agency statistics to county region and Maryland 

State Demographic statistics for analysis purposes. 
 

3. Review annual reports from the Maryland Justice Analysis 
Center as a management tool to promote impartial policing 
and assist in assessing the training and counseling needs 
of the agency. 

 
The Sheriff or a designee will conduct and document yearly 
administrative reviews to examine the agency’s commitment to 
impartial policing. 

 


