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1.07  STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

Recognizing it is in the public interest that law enforcement agencies 
throughout the State of Maryland cooperate to the greatest extent 
possible to provide prompt, effective, and professional law enforcement 
services; this agency has entered into a mutual aid agreement with the 
listed jurisdictions and law enforcement agencies.  This agreement 
allows us, in accordance with Criminal Procedure 2-105 of the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, to provide assistance to, and request assistance from, 
law enforcement agencies in neighboring jurisdictions and to enter into 
joint law enforcement initiatives to include task forces and regional multi-
jurisdictional initiatives.  This MOU may be immediately canceled at any 
time by any one of the Sheriffs of the respective Law Enforcement 
Agencies. 

 
1.07.001 Definitions 
 

A. Entering Officer:  The law enforcement officer who enters the 
jurisdiction of another party to this Agreement. 

 
B. Entered Jurisdiction: The jurisdiction into which a law 

enforcement officer enters under this agreement. 
 

C. Entered Agency: The law enforcement agency of the jurisdiction 
into which a law enforcement officer enters under this agreement.  

 
D. Exigent Circumstance:  can include such incidents as criminal law 

violations that occur in the presence of an officer.  Incidents having 
an increased potential of health or safety hazard, such as observed 
actions requiring an emergency evaluation/commitment, reckless 
endangerment, or a serious traffic violation such as possible DWI, 
Hit and runs or other moving violations which are classified as must 
appear offenses. 
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1.07.002 General Requirements 
 

In all exigent circumstance of law enforcement action, peace officer 
action and judicial officer action; the SMCSO Duty Officer will 
immediately notify the “Entered Agency” of said jurisdiction.  The entered 
Agency shall have the authority to assume command of the incident.  
The SMCSO deputies should not complete any type of additional 
investigation or complete any charging documents until the “Entered 
Agency” has refused to assume command.  In the event the “Entered 
Agency” does assume command, the SMCSO deputies shall cooperate 
fully with the investigation and shall assume the responsibility to appear 
in any court proceeding. Unless exigent circumstances dictate otherwise, 
the following guidelines will be adhered to: 

 
A. The Entering Officer may lawfully go or be sent beyond the 

boundaries of their own county’s jurisdiction and may make 
arrests, conduct investigations, and otherwise enforce the laws of 
the State of Maryland without limitations as to jurisdiction and 
without the presence of a law enforcement officer from the 
Entered Jurisdiction, provided the appropriate authority (Duty 
Officer in St. Mary’s Co)* provides: 

 
1. notice when a St. Mary’s Co. Deputy enters the jurisdiction 

to conduct police activities 
 

2. the type and location of law enforcement activity 
 

3. whether any of the Entering Officers will be in plainclothes; 
and 

 
4. an opportunity to be present during the law enforcement 

activity 
 

*Note:  Members of C.I.D. and Vice/Narcotics are exempt from 
notification requirement to SMCSO Duty Officer; however 
will make notification to entered jurisdiction directly.  

 
B. The Entering Officer is authorized to act as a law enforcement 

officer in the Entered Jurisdiction, if the actions are in accordance 
with policies and procedures of the employing agency.  

 
C. It shall be the policy of the St. Mary’s Co. Sheriffs Office (SMCSO) 

that officers shall not enforce common, routine traffic violations in 
other jurisdictions.  This policy shall not affect those instances 
pertaining to vehicle pursuits or the elements of fresh pursuit.  In 
those cases, current SMCSO policy will prevail. 
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D. Parties to this agreement may enter into joint law enforcement 

initiatives to include task forces and regional multi-jurisdictional 
initiatives as considered necessary.  Each such agreement shall 
specifically define duties and responsibilities for the term of the 
task force or initiative and be approved by the affective Sheriff or 
his designee.  

 
1.07.003 Duty Officer – Responsibilities for Communication 
 

A. Upon being contacted by a neighboring jurisdiction requesting 
assistance under this agreement, SMCSO Duty Officers will: 

 
 1. Obtain the following logistical information: 

 
a. the nature and location of the call/action; 

 
b. the number of officers being requested; 

 
c. equipment needed, if any; and 

 
d. obtain name and location of the requesting Agency’s 

supervisor to which SMCSO deputies will report 
 

2. Immediately notify the Patrol Commander or On Call 
Commander, for approval of request; 

 
3. Dispatch the necessary units and equipment as determined 

or approved by the appropriate commander;  
 

4. Relay the response information, including estimated 
response time to the requesting Agency. 

 
B. Upon being advised by the Shift supervisor or officers on scene, 

of the need to request assistance from a neighboring jurisdiction, 
SMCSO Duty Officer will:  

 
1. Immediately notify the Patrol Commander or On Call 

Commander, for approval of request.  
 

2. Coordinate the following logistical information with ECC 
and assisting agency: 

 
a. the nature and location of the request; 

 
b. the number of officers needed; 
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c. equipment needed, if any; and 

 
d. the name and location of the SMCSO Commander 

or supervisor to which assisting deputies will report; 
and 

 
e. the estimated response time from the assisting 

agency. 
 
1.07.004 Responsibilities – Command/Supervision 
 

A. Upon determining the need for assistance from a neighboring 
jurisdiction, the appropriate commander/supervisor will contact the 
Duty Officer, and direct the approved procedure for such requests 
be followed.  

 
B. If the Commander/Supervisor receives a request for assistance 

from a neighboring jurisdiction, he will determine the availability of 
the manpower or equipment needed, and make all reasonable 
efforts to accommodate the request. 

 
C. If an unusual or serious incident occurs involving a SMCSO 

deputy, the Commander/Supervisor, as appropriate will respond 
to the scene of the incident. 

 
D. The Commander/Supervisor will ensure that all necessary reports 

are completed and distributed as required elsewhere in this policy 
manual, and ensure all necessary notifications. 

 
E. The Assistant Sheriff will be notified immediately through the 

chain of command. 
 
1.07.005 Responsibilities – Responding Deputies 
 

A. In accordance with this policy, officers will only be dispatched into 
neighboring jurisdictions by command or supervisory authority, 
and will comply with this and all other SMCSO policies and 
procedures.  

 
B. Upon being released by the officer in charge, deputies will 

immediately return to St. Mary’s County and advise 
communications of status.  

 
C. Prior to securing from duty, assisting deputies will complete an 

Incident Report or Supplement detailing the circumstances of the 
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incident.  Officers who are in a neighboring jurisdiction because of 
this agreement have all the immunities from liability and 
exemption from laws, ordinances and regulations, and have all 
pensions, relief, disability, workers’ compensation and other 
benefits enjoyed within the jurisdictional limits of the St. Marys 
County Sheriffs Office. 

 


