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1.02  AUTHORITY 
 
  Purpose 
 

The Constitution of the United States guarantees every citizen certain 
safeguards from governmental intrusion into their lives.  These safeguards 
have become the cornerstone for the application of criminal justice in 
America.  Consequently, these safeguards have placed limitations on the 
authority of the Sheriff’s Office to enforce the laws of the Nation, State and 
County.  This policy defines the legally mandated authority to the 
enforcement of laws. It provides guidelines and circumstances when 
Deputy Sheriffs could exercise alternatives to arrests and/or 
prearraignment confinement. 

 
 
1.02.001 Authority To Enforce Laws 
 

A. The Sheriff is an elected State official and agency Chief Executive 
Officer who has duties and responsibilities assigned by the 
Maryland State Constitution, Maryland statutes and common law.  
The authority of the Sheriff will not be undermined.   

 
B. The Annotated Code of Maryland authorizes sworn deputy sheriffs 

to make full custody arrests and to carry authorized handguns and 
other authorized weapons in the performance of their duties. 

 
C. Prior to assuming sworn status, each deputy sheriff must take and 

subsequently abide by the Oath of Office as administered by the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court.  All deputy sheriffs will apply themselves 
diligently to the study of the laws and the principles which they are 
sworn to uphold, and not abuse their vested police powers. 
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1.02.002 Delegation Of Authority 
 

A. Employees who have been assigned duties also have the 
requisite authority, delegated by the Sheriff, to make decisions 
necessary for the effective execution of those duties. 

 
B. Each employee is fully accountable for the use of delegated 

authority, as well as for failure to use it. 
 
1.02.003  Limitations On Authority 
 

A.  Limitations on law enforcement authority are derived from statutes, 
Federal, State, and local judicial interpretation of laws, opinions of 
the Attorney General of the State of Maryland, State's Attorney, and 
agency policy.  Periodically, changes take place that may impose 
new limitations on authority or remove or alter existing limitations.  
In case immediate changes in agency operations are required, 
information may be received orally, and then confirmed in writing. 

 
C. All newly hired deputy sheriff’s will be assigned to positions where 

they will not be required to carry a weapon, enforce laws or make 
arrests until they have successfully completed a Maryland Police 
Entrance Level Training Program. 

 
1.02.004 Discretion Using Authority 
 

A.  Under the authority of the Sheriff, a deputy sheriff may exercise 
discretion in certain situations to the extent that an alternative to an 
arrest may be employed to resolve a situation.  Generally, it is not 
the role of law enforcement to decide whether an offender should 
be prosecuted.  That decision lies with the State's Attorneys office.  

 
B. Any decision by a law enforcement officer not to arrest should be 

made only after careful consideration of the following: 
 

1. An arrest would cause a greater risk of harm to the public 
than not arresting the offender; 

 
2. The seriousness of the crime committed. 
 
3. If any questions arise concerning a particular situation, the 

deputy sheriff involved should confer with a supervisor. 
 

C. Citations, summonses, and warnings will be considered agency 
approved alternatives to arrest.  Alternatives to arrest must respect 
the rights of the parties involved and must accomplish a law 
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enforcement purpose.  Some of these alternatives may include, but 
are not limited to: 

 
 1. Citations and summonses: 
  

These are formal enforcement procedures that are 
alternatives to arrest solely by the fact that they may be used 
to preclude physical custody or as a less severe 
enforcement option.   
 

   2. Warnings: 
   

Deputies may exercise discretion in minor traffic and 
ordinance violation by delivering oral or written warnings.  
Deputies are reminded that voluntary compliance is the goal 
of minor enforcement actions. 

 

D. Employees must use sound discretion when faced with situations or 
circumstances that do not fall within specific written guidelines, 
policies, training and supervision.  

 

1.02.005  Sheriff As Officer Of The Court  
 

One of the principal duties of the Sheriff is to aid the court.  Court 
assistance can be characterized by three general activities.  First, it is 
the traditional duty of the Sheriff to attend sessions of Criminal and Civil 
Court, either in person or through deputies.  Second, the Sheriff provides 
courtroom security.  Third, the Sheriff serves civil process.  A Sheriff is 
obligated to serve all papers directed at him/her within the time set by the 
courts.  

 
1.02.006 Duties Of The Sheriff As A Detention Officer 
 

A. The Sheriff is the official warden of the county and is responsible 
for the physical detention of offenders, subject to change only by 
Maryland statutes and chartered counties. The Sheriff is 
responsible for the safety of all inmates committed to his/her 
custody in accordance with the terms of the commitment of the 
sentencing judge or court order. It is prohibited to refuse custody 
of an offender who has been committed by order of the court to 
the Sheriff’s custody. Once sentenced, the Sheriff is responsible 
for providing adequate care (transport to hospital, etc.) based 
upon an offender’s sickness, injuries, or pre-existing conditions.   

 

B. All inmates sentenced to the Division of Corrections must be 
transported to the state facility by the county Sheriff, unless 
transportation is otherwise arranged with the Division of 
Corrections. The Division of Corrections must accept the inmate, 
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however the inmate may be considered in the custody of the 
Division of Corrections even though he/she is in the physical 
custody of the local detention center when there is statutory 
authorization to house state inmates or by agreement with the 
local detention center.   

 

C. The Sheriff is also responsible for the protection of inmate rights. 
In addition to the rights guaranteed under the United States 
Constitution, inmates have the basic right to receive proper food, 
shelter, and medical aid. Not only responsible for the health and 
custody of inmates in the county detention center, the Sheriff will 
ensure the maintenance of the detention facility itself by working 
with the elected County Commissioners and County facility 
maintenance department.   

 
1.02.007 Geographical Boundaries: 
 

St. Mary’s County, Maryland is 373 square miles and a peninsula.  The 
Patuxent River and Chesapeake Bay border the east side of the county 
and the Wicomico and Potomac Rivers border the west.  The north end 
of St. Mary’s County is bordered by Charles County, Maryland.  

 
 

Patrol Area Map 


