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FAQ #2:  What is the acreage requirement for a home? 
 

There is no minimum acreage requirement for a home.  Many subdivision lots of less 

than ¼ acre were created before the County implemented subdivision regulations in 1978.  

Each of these lots has a building right.  However, where a septic system is required, the 

size of the home or the ability to obtain a building permit at all can be affected by the size 

of the lot.  Where building restriction lines limit the footprint of a proposed dwelling, the 

applicant may obtain permission from the adjoining property owner(s) to reduce the 

required side or rear yard setback to zero.  This is documented by recording a Zoning 

Yard Reduction Agreement (CZO Section 61.7.4.e.5).  The applicant may also seek a 

variance from required building restriction lines. 

 

New lots created by subdivision will need to meet current density (average lot size) 

requirements (CZO Schedules 32.1 and 40.5). 

 

A density parcel restricting development on the parent parcel may be used to create a 

smaller subdivision lot that would otherwise have been permitted.  In other words, in lieu 

of subdividing five acres from a parent parcel, a one acre lot could be created with a four 

acre density parcel reserved from future development of the parent parcel. 

 

Related Issues: 

 

Parcels created by deed on or after March 15, 1978 may not have a building right.  

Subdivision regulations effective March 15, 1978 required new lots to be approved by the 

Department of Planning and Zoning and subsequently recorded in the Office of Land 

Records.  This was often not done and the resulting parcels are referred to as non-parcels-

of-record which do not have a building right. 

 

See also FAQ #8:  Can I build a home on this property? 
 

Note:  This information is provided as a service to the customers of the Department of 

Land Use and Growth Management.  Our responses to questions are based on the St. 

Mary’s County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Ordinance as well as 

other agency guidelines which are subject to revision from time to time.  The information 

is intended to be a general guide for typical projects but may not apply in every case.  

References are provided should the applicant wish to obtain further information from the 

appropriate ordinance.  The following abbreviations will apply to the ordinance 

reference:  CZO = Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance; SO = Subdivision Ordinance. 
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