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FAQ #20:  How do I apply for a perc test? 
 

 

A soil percolation (perc) test is conducted to determine the suitability of soils for an  

on-site sewage disposal system (septic system).  Application for a perc test is made with 

the Department of Land Use and Growth Management.  The actual test will be 

administered by the St. Mary’s County Health Department. 

 

The application fee is $348.00.  In addition to the fee, the applicant must also arrange for 

a licensed septic installer with backhoe to be on site for the test. 

 

Most perc tests are conducted during the wet season in late winter or early spring.  

However, the Health Department may test selected areas of the County at any time of the 

year.  Contact the Health Department at 301-475-4321 to determine when a property 

could be tested. 

 

Related Issues:  

 

The perc test history and results for any property are available at the St. Mary’s County 

Health Department.  The Health Department can also determine if an older perc test 

remains valid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  This information is provided as a service to the customers of the Department of 

Land Use and Growth Management.  Our responses to questions are based on the St. 

Mary’s County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Ordinance as well as 

other agency guidelines which are subject to revision from time to time.  The information 

is intended to be a general guide for typical projects but may not apply in every case.  

References are provided should the applicant wish to obtain further information from the 

appropriate ordinance.  The following abbreviations will apply to the ordinance 

reference:  CZO = Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance; SO = Subdivision Ordinance. 
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