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From: Donald Haskin <haskindm@hotmail.com>   

Sent: Monday, November 22, 2021 10:42 AM  

To: Commissioner St Marys County <CSMC@stmarysmd.com>  

Subject: Chapter 217 of the Code of Saint Mary's County, Maryland 

 

I attended the public hearing on November 16 and would like to submit the 

following comments: 

 

I am the Chairman of the Saint Mary's Board of Electrical Examiners and a 

longtime member and past President of the Maryland Uniform Electrical 

Licensing and Examination Committee (MUELEC). Perhaps a little history 

will help to explain how we reached the present need for legislation. 

 

Originally all Master Electrician Licenses were issued by the local 

jurisdictions, mostly counties but also some cities, such as Baltimore 

and Frederick. Each jurisdiction could determine the experience required 

to sit for the Master Electrician Exam and was responsible for creating  

their exam. The jurisdictions came together and formed MUELEC which 

standardized the experience requirement, created a bank of questions to 

be used for testing, and standardized the format of the testing.  This 

made it possible to offer reciprocal licensing among all of the  

jurisdictions in Maryland since all Master Electricians were required to 

meet the same requirements and pass an equivalent exam. 

 

Around 1986 the state of Maryland decided to offer a Master Electrician 

License.  This was not to be a working license; the local license would 

be required to perform the duties of a Master Electrician.  The state 

license was to be a "proof of competency" supposedly making it easier to  

reciprocate from jurisdiction to jurisdiction.  The state license was 

totally optional.  My understanding is that the "Sunset Committee" looked 

at the state license and determined that it was redundant and recommended 

that it be abolished.  Rather than follow that recommendation the state 

license was made mandatory.  One advantage of the state license is  

that it is possible to reciprocate a license from state to state. The 

current reciprocal agreements only allow reciprocation from state to 

state, not county to state. 

 

As a member of MUELEC I have met with representatives of the state board 

several times, the latest meeting being held on November 17.  In all of 

these meetings it has been communicated to the members of MUELEC that the 

state board expected that the majority of the enforcement of the 

Electrical Code and electrical legislation would be performed at the 

local jurisdiction. The state board will not accept reports of code 

violations from local inspectors.  It is not clear if the state board 

will track the insurance coverage of a licensed electrician.  They will 

ensure that the electrician has the required insurance at the issuance of 

the license but it is unclear if they will check that insurance when it 

expires to make sure that it is renewed.  That has traditionally been 

done at the local level.  If an electrician is found to be without the 

required insurance, their local license is suspended until the situation 

is remedied.  This protects both the electrician and the public from an 

uninsured electrician performing installations.  It was expected that the 

local jurisdiction would perform their enforcement duties using a  



2 
 

"registration" rather than a "license".  Registration would also alert 

the local jurisdiction as to who will be performing work in their 

jurisdiction. 

 

For these reasons having a local registration is crucial for the local 

jurisdictions to perform their duties. The cost of the local registration 

could be adjusted if it is determined to be a financial burden.  It could 

even be a free registration, but a registration is needed.  There are 

many questions as to what the state board will and will not do regarding 

enforcement the situation is certainly in flux.  We were informed at the 

last MUELEC meeting that a "corrected bill" regarding the state license 

is currently being drafted to correct some oversights in the original  

legislation. Local registration will allow your Board of Electrical 

Examiners to cover any gaps that exist in the state legislation. I am 

available to answer any questions that you may have. 

 

Donald Haskin 

48510 Whitaker Road 

Saint Inigoes, MD 20684 

Telephone: 240-925-0313 


