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Commissioners of St. Mary’s 
County

Public Hearing
Alcoholic Beverage Production

December 7, 2021    



Origin of the proposed 
amendment

In February 2020, Grow and Fortify, a 
company that assists new, value-added, 
agricultural businesses, organized a 
meeting of existing and in-planning 
alcohol manufacturers in St. Mary’s 
County. 
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Origin of the proposed 
amendment

Stakeholders identified impediments in 
the Zoning Ordinance to starting an 
agricultural alcoholic beverage 
production business.  
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Origin of the proposed 
amendment

Departments of Land Use and Growth 
Management and Economic 
Development began an amendment to 
address Zoning Ordinance standards 
and encourage the growth of on-farm 
alcoholic beverage production.
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In July 2021, Land Use and Growth Management 
and Economic Development presented the 
conceptual changes to the stakeholders and to 
the St. Mary’s County Agriculture, Seafood and 
Forestry Board. 

Response from all stakeholders was favorable.   

5



• Two new uses for Alcoholic Beverage Production 
are proposed

• Agricultural Alcoholic Beverage Production

• Alcoholic Beverage Production
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1. A requirement that the agricultural alcoholic 
beverage production use be on property that 
has an agricultural use assessment by the 
Maryland State Department of Assessments 
and Taxation; and 

2. Approval of an agricultural alcoholic 
beverage production development be 
through a minor site plan. 
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Suggestions from Stakeholders:



To promote tourism, an alcoholic 
beverage production business wishing to 
locate on non-agricultural property should 
also be through a minor site plan
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The difference between property in 
or 

out of the AICUZ:

Tasting rooms and serving food or  
beverages are not allowed in AICUZ 
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Definition of terms

Agricultural Alcoholic Beverage Production

An activity that is carried out by a license 
holder, as defined in §1-101 of the Alcoholic 
Beverage Article; 

• occurs on agricultural land; 
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Definition of terms

• is related to the manufacture, packaging, 
storage, promotion, or sale of alcoholic 
beverages 

• and uses ingredients produced on the 
agricultural land or any associated 
agricultural land. 

Property that is outside the AICUZ can 
include a Tasting Room.  
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Definition of terms

Alcoholic Beverage Production 

A facility that is related to the manufacture, 
packaging, storage, promotion, or sale of 
alcoholic beverages. 

Property that is outside the AICUZ can 
include a Tasting Room.
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Definition of terms

Tasting Room

An area or facility for the sale and sampling 
of alcoholic beverages that is 

• operated in conjunction with an 
agricultural alcoholic beverage or alcoholic 
beverage production facility and is

• located on the same lot as the production 
facility. 
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Definition of terms

The alcoholic beverages that are 
sampled in a tasting room may be for 
sale or complimentary. 

Food may be for sale or complimentary. 
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Thank you.

Questions?


