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January 13,2021
St. Mary's County Department of
Land Use & Growth Management
Attn: Brandy Glenn
P.O. Box 653
Leonardtown, MD 20650 Re: AdrninistrativeVarianceRequest

Residential Site Development Plan
Tax Map:30, Grid:07, Parcel289
Land of Tenisha N. Carter

DHS File #: SM04-3007-289
JOB #: 53001-2020-01
DLUGM #:20-2284

Dear Mrs. Glenn,

This office represents Tenisha N. Carter with regard to her request to remove one (l) 30"
beech tree identified on the Forest Stand Delineation Plan (DLUGM #20-183-A22), also shown on the
Forest Conservation Plan (DLUGM #21-185-001) and also shown on the revised Site Development
Plan (DLUGM#20-2284). The proposed single family dwelling will require the removal of the 30"
beech tree for construction. This request is for a variance from Section 75.8.2.b.(6) of the
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance to remove said tree to allow for the construction of dwelling.

The standards general for a variance from Chapter 75 of the zoning ordinance are as follows:

24.3. General Standards for Granting Yariances.

Standard: l. Because of particular physical surroundings such as exceptional narrowness,
shallowness, size, shape, or topographical conditions of the property involved, strict enforcement of
this Ordinance will result in practical difficulty; and

Response: 1. This variance is requested because of the location of a 30" beech
specimen tree identified and shown on the Forest Stand Delineation and Forest
Conservation Plan. This tree identified is located where the proposed house is to be
constructed. Based on the topography conditions of the property, the only place to place
the proposed house is where the 30" beech tree is identified.

Standard: 2. The conditions creating the difficulty are not applicable, generally, to other
properties within the same zoning classifioation; and

Response: 2. The conditions of the lot such as slopes, stream buffers and location of
septic easement or existing specimen tree creating the difficulty, are not generally
applicable to other properties, with regard to establishing t 50o/o Forest Conservation
Threshold of 50%" (1.193 Ac.+/-) and the 157o slopes.
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Standard: 3. The purpose ofthe variance is not based exclusively upon reasons ofconvenience,
profit, or caprice. It is understood that any development necessarily increases property value, and that
alone shall not constitute an exclusive finding; and

Response: 3. The purpose of the variance is not exclusively for profit. This property
has been transferred from the parents to the daughter, so that she may construct a
single family home for her to live,

Standard: 4. The alleged difficulty has not been created by the property owner or the owner's
predecessors in title; and

Response: 4. This alleged difficulty has not been created by the property owner. This
property was created prior to the existence of any ordinance, or requirements for
preservation of specimen trees or forest requirements being reserved.

Standard: 5. The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare or
injurious to other property or improvements in the neighborhood and the character o1'the district will
not be changed by the variance; and

Response: 5. The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public
welfare and will potentially increase the value of other properties in the neighborhood.
It will certainly not result in changing the character of the district.

Standard: 6. The proposed variance will not substantially increase the congestir:n of the public
streets, or increase the danger of fire, or endanger the public safety, or substantially diminish or
impair property values within the neighborhood; and

Response: 6. The proposed variance will not substantially increase the congestion of
the public streets, will not increase the danger of fire, will not endanger the public
safety, or substantially diminish or impair property values within the neighborhood.

Standard: 7. The variance complies, as nearly as possible, with the spirit, intent. and purpose of
the Comprehensive Plan.

Response: 7. This variance if grantedo will comply as nearly as possible in every
respect with the spirit, intent and purposes of the Comprehensive Plan. Without the
variance and the required set backs from the specimen tree to be removed, the parcel
would be unbuildable.

In closing, the parcel being reviewed meets all Forest Conservation Requirements as well as

set back and septic requirements, with exception to the referenced 30" beech tree. We feel that the
standards general, which are required for a variance, have been and will be met.

Please schedule this application for an Administrative Variance at the earliest possible time.
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at (301) 862-2226. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Michael Bailey, Sr.
Branch Manager
St. Mary's Division
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