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8.01  PRISONER CARE AND CUSTODY 
 

The arresting deputy sheriff is responsible for the safety and protection of 
the prisoner in custody.  The deputy sheriff, as soon as possible, will notify 
his/her supervisor of any injury, apparent illness, or other conditions which 
indicates the prisoner needs emergency or special care, and render or 
provide for appropriate medical treatment. 

 
8.01.001 Prisoner Safety 
 

Deputy Sheriffs charged with the custody of prisoners are to observe all 
laws and agency orders in connection with this activity.  Prisoners will be 
kept secure, treated in a humane manner, and not subjected to 
unnecessary restraint or force.  Profane or abusive language directed at 
prisoners is prohibited.  The arresting deputy sheriff is responsible for the 
custody of the prisoner until custody is assumed by other competent 
authority.  This responsibility includes the prevention of acts by any other 
person or employee of the agency which violate the law or agency 
regulations.  Any employee, including the arresting deputy sheriff, who has 
knowledge of any violations of this provision, will immediately report this 
knowledge to the duty officer or division commander. 

 
8.01.002 Care of Property 
 

Commencing with the time of arrest, the arresting deputy sheriff is 
responsible for the security of the prisoner’s personal property. 

 
8.01.003 Transportation of Prisoners 
 

Deputy Sheriffs will transport prisoners as follows: 
 

A. All transport vehicles will be searched for hidden weapons or 
contraband at the beginning and end of each shift, and prior to and 
after each prisoner transport. 
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B. Prisoners will be handcuffed with the hands in the rear.  When 

handcuffs are used, they will be double locked.  This policy does 
not require deputy sheriffs to handcuff all prisoners with their 
hands in the rear; exceptions may include injuries, handicaps, and 
age considerations.  In the rare circumstance where the prisoner 
is handcuffed with their hands in the front, the deputy sheriff will 
make every effort to secure the handcuffs as close to the body as 
possible, e.g., using flex cuffs to secure to a belt loop. 

 
C. All prisoners are to be searched for weapons or hidden 

contraband prior to transport. Whenever practical, cross gender 
search is to be avoided.   

 
D. The transporting deputy sheriff(s) will not leave prisoners 

unattended.  Prisoners will remain under the observation of law 
enforcement personnel at all times. 

 
E. A SMCSO patrol vehicle with a protective prisoner transport 

barrier (cage) is the preferred method of prisoner transport, 
however; the following procedures for the transporting of prisoners 
will be adhered to by deputy sheriffs in instances where a vehicle 
is not equipped with a prisoner transport safety barrier: 

 
1. Two Deputy Sheriffs and One Prisoner:  When two 

deputy sheriffs are transporting one prisoner, the second 
deputy sheriff is to be seated behind the driver and the 
prisoner seated to his/her right.  The prisoner will be 
handcuffed with the hands in back and the seat belt 
securely fastened. 

 
2. Two Deputy Sheriffs and Two Prisoners:  The second 

deputy sheriff will be seated behind the driver and the 
prisoners seated to his/her right.  Both prisoners are to be 
handcuffed in all instances, with their hands behind their 
back and seat belts securely fastened. 

 
3. One Deputy Sheriff and One Prisoner:  When it is 

necessary for one deputy sheriff to transport a prisoner, 
extreme caution is to be used. The prisoner is never to be 
seated for transportation in the rear seat of the vehicle.  
The prisoner is to be handcuffed with hands behind the 
back and secured with a seatbelt in the front passenger 
seat. 
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F. The following procedures for the transporting of prisoners will be 
followed by deputy sheriffs in all instances where a vehicle is 
equipped with a prisoner transport safety barrier. 

 
1. When transporting prisoners, they are always to be placed 

in the secure safety barrier back seat area.  The prisoner is 
to be handcuffed pursuant to agency policy and the 
seatbelt securely fastened. 

 
2. One deputy sheriff will not transport more than two 

prisoners at one time in instances where a full cage is 
available. 

 
3. Two deputy sheriffs may transport three prisoners in the 

above manner with the second deputy sheriff observing 
them at all times; or 

 
4. If the arresting deputy sheriff is being followed by another 

police vehicle, the lead vehicle may transport up to three 
prisoners in instances where a full cage is available. 

 
G. Transporting deputy sheriffs will not routinely engage in other law 

enforcement activities while in the process of transporting 
prisoners, such as enforcing the traffic laws. When non-
emergency situations arise, requiring law enforcement 
intervention, the transporting deputy sheriff will notify the 
Emergency Communications Center (ECC) who then will be 
responsible for assigning the incident to an available unit. 
Intervention, by transporting deputy sheriffs, in life threatening 
emergency situations requiring immediate law enforcement action 
does not violate the provisions of this directive.   

 
H. Prisoners will not be allowed to communicate with attorneys or 

others during transport.  
 

I. Male deputy sheriffs may transport female prisoners and female 
deputy sheriffs may transport male prisoners, when necessary.  
The deputy sheriff will provide their vehicle’s odometer reading to 
the dispatcher at the beginning of the transport and again at the 
end of the transport.  

 
J. Transporting deputy sheriffs will verbally communicate to the 

receiving authority the prisoner’s escape potential, suicide 
potential, or other personal traits of a security or medical nature.  

 
K. Prisoners who are in need of emergency medical attention are to 

be transported to the hospital by ambulance, unless in the 
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judgment of the deputy sheriff the delay for ambulance response 
will increase the risk of the health or safety of the prisoner.  The 
arresting deputy sheriff is responsible for the security of the 
prisoner until properly relieved by a correctional officer or another 
deputy sheriff, unless otherwise directed by a supervisor.  The 
following steps will be followed when transporting an injured 
prisoner to the hospital: 

 
1. The deputy sheriff will provide the duty officer with 

information about the prisoner’s injury or illness, to include 
possible treatment times and the need for advanced care.  
If the prisoner is being treated within Maryland, the duty 
officer will provide another deputy sheriff or correctional 
officer to assist with security of the prisoner.  If the 
treatment is outside of Maryland, it must be a deputy sheriff 
providing the assistance with security.   

 
2. Once at the hospital, the deputy sheriff will notify hospital 

staff of any potential medical or security hazards. The 
prisoner will remain handcuffed and secured unless the 
restraint device prevents or hinders medical treatment.  If 
the prisoner is released into the custody of hospital 
authorities, i.e. Petition for Emergency Evaluations, the 
deputy sheriff will obtain the signature of the receiving 
medical staff personnel accepting custody. 

 
3. The deputy sheriff will escort and standby with the prisoner 

at all times.  If the deputy sheriff needs a break or 
assistance, he/she will contact the duty officer and request 
another deputy sheriff to respond. 

 
4. At no time will the prisoner be in contact with any visitors or 

facility personnel, other than those individuals treating or 
processing the prisoner. 

 
5. If the prisoner is flown or transported to another medical 

facility, the deputy sheriff will escort the prisoner. 
 

6. If 24-hour coverage of the prisoner is required, the deputy 
sheriff will coordinate with the duty officer, so that relief can 
be arranged. 

 
7. When the prisoner is released, the deputy sheriff will obtain 

written instructions from the attending physician as to the 
proper aftercare or follow-up treatment. 
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L. When a deputy sheriff transports a prisoner to an adult detention 
center, he/she disarms and secures his/her weapon in an 
appropriate gun locker or vehicle trunk. Prisoners and their 
property are to be surrendered at the detention center to 
correctional officers or as otherwise directed by competent 
authority in accordance with the admission/receiving policies and 
procedures.  Prisoner restraint devices will be removed in 
accordance with the receiving Detention Center’s policies and 
procedures.  The arresting deputy will provide all charging 
documentation and associated paper work to the receiving 
correctional officer.  The deputy sheriff will note that the prisoner 
and documentation was released into the custody of the 
correctional officer on line 33 of the SMCSO Arrest Report 
(SMCSO Form #80).   

 
M. Prisoners transported to a hospital by ambulance prior to 

incarceration will be accompanied and guarded by a deputy sheriff 
unless law enforcement needs dictate otherwise.  Should a deputy 
sheriff be unavailable, arrangements will be made to provide one 
as soon as possible. 

 
N. Supervisory employees assigning deputy sheriffs to extraditions 

from other states or jurisdictions are responsible for informing 
deputy sheriffs of their duties prior to departure.  The differing 
modes of travel used and unique circumstances of each 
extradition require a case by case review of these regulations for 
their applicability.  Transporting deputy sheriffs will assure that the 
prisoner is fed and utilizes toilet facilities prior to transport which 
will reduce the need to interrupt travel. If a deputy sheriff must 
stop during transport to allow for the use of toilet facilities, then 
he/she will choose an alternate site location preferably away from 
the general public such as a local police station, if possible. 

 
O. Transporting deputy sheriffs secure firearms in the gun lock boxes 

provided at the holding room entrance doors prior to placement of 
inmates and/or detainees in holding rooms. Holding Cell Logs are 
thoroughly and accurately completed. 

 
P. Deputy Sheriffs assigned to transport inmates and/or detainees 

from the adult detention center will follow Administrative and 
Patrol Manual, Part C, Transportation of Inmates Policy. 

 
8.01.004 Divulging Information 
 

Employees will not intentionally divulge in any manner, either directly or 
indirectly, any information which might assist persons suspected or guilty 
of criminal acts in escaping arrest or punishment, or which may enable 
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them to dispose of or secrete money, merchandise, or other property 
unlawfully obtained, or other evidence of illegal activity. 

 
8.01.005 Recommending Attorneys or Bondsmen 
 

Employees do not suggest, recommend, advise or otherwise counsel 
any person with whom they become acquainted as a result of law 
enforcement or correctional business, with regard to the retention of any 
attorney or bail bond broker, with the exception of a relative, as defined 
in the St. Mary’s County Manual of Personnel Policies and Procedures. 

 
8.01.006 Acting as Bailor Prohibited 
 

Employees will not act as bailor for anyone, with the exception of a 
relative, as defined in the St. Mary’s County Manual of Personnel 
Policies and Procedures. 

 
8.01.007 Prisoner Escape 
 

A. Prisoner Escape within the Jurisdiction 
 

1. In the event of a prisoner escape, the transporting deputy 
sheriff will immediately notify ECC.  ECC will then be 
responsible for notifying the duty officer.  Requests for 
specialized units, such as K-9 and a helicopter, are the 
responsibility of the duty officer.  

 
2. The escape will be documented on an Offense Report 

(SMCSO Form #56).   The transporting deputy sheriff will 
coordinate all units responding to assist to establish a 
sufficient containment area until supervision arrives to 
assume command.   

 
B. Prisoner Escape outside jurisdiction to include out of state 

transports. 
 

1. In the event of a prisoner escape outside the jurisdiction, 
whether in Maryland or another state, the transporting 
deputy sheriff will notify the nearest jurisdiction or state 
police via the ECC, telephone or the National Public Safety 
radio channel.  The deputy sheriff should be prepared to 
provide a full description and location. 

 
2. The transporting deputy sheriff will contact the duty officer 

to provide the location and assisting agency information.  
The transporting deputy sheriff will document the escape 
on an Offense Report (SMCSO Form #56).  The transport 
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deputy sheriff should be aware that while outside of his/her 
jurisdiction, authority to recover the prisoner may be 
limited.  The deputy sheriff should confer with the assisting 
agency to determine the power they have to recover the 
prisoner.  

 
8.01.008 Prisoner Transport Between Detention Facilities 
 

A. Each prisoner being transported between detention facilities shall 
be positively identified by the deputy sheriff prior to transport.  
This includes prisoners being transported within the State and 
extradited from other States.  The transporting deputy sheriff will 
examine the prisoner’s booking records and associated court 
documents in the detention facility and confirm the prisoner as the 
person named in the records.   

 
B. Methods used to positively identify a prisoner will include: 

 
1. Photographic Identification 

 
a. driver’s license, 

b. military identification,  

c. prior booking photograph, 

d. other recognized government photo identification 

2. Personal knowledge of prisoner’s identity by law 
enforcement or corrections officials 

 
C. Documents which may be transported with the prisoner between 

facilities include: 
 

1. commitment papers, 
 

2. governor’s warrant and/or extradition waiver, 
 

3. property records, 
 

4. medical records, 
 

The escorting deputy sheriff will inquire and obtain any related 
reports or documents prior to transport regarding the prisoner’s 
escape risk or suicide potential. 


