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3.02  TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 
 

It is the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office objective to promote the safe 
and efficient movement of traffic on county roadways.  To further this 
objective, selective enforcement techniques will be utilized for the 
purpose of reducing traffic collisions, community complaints and traffic 
violations. 

 

Enforcement actions/traffic stops will be carried out in an impartial and 
courteous manner using various enforcement methods to include verbal 
warnings, written warnings, citations and physical arrests.  

 

3.02.001 Guidelines for Traffic Enforcement  
 

A. Upon stopping a vehicle for a traffic violation, the deputy sheriff 
need not, in all circumstances, issue a citation.  The deputy sheriff 
may utilize discretion as to whether the condition prevailing 
warrants the issuance of a citation, warning (written or verbal) or a 
Safety Equipment Repair Order (SERO). 

 

B. Verbal/Written Warnings – A warning may be issued to a violator 
whenever there is a minor traffic infraction.  An effective warning, 
properly given by a deputy sheriff, can be more effective, while 
building positive rapport with drivers than any other type of 
enforcement action. 

 

C. Maryland Uniform Complaint and Citation - A citation should be 
issued to a violator who jeopardizes the safe and efficient flow of 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic, including hazardous moving 
violations, multiple violations, or operating unsafe and improperly 
equipped vehicles. 

 

D. Safety Equipment Repair Orders – Issued when a Maryland 
registered vehicle is operated with equipment that does not meet 
the standards established under 23-105 and 24-106.1 (e) of the 
Traffic Article.  Safety Equipment Repair Orders (MSP 157) or 
Electronic Safety Equipment Repair Orders may be used to 
document and correct defective vehicle equipment. 
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E. Physical Arrest – Deputy sheriffs may affect a physical arrest for 

those violations listed in 26-202 of the Maryland Transportation 
Article.  The decision to make an arrest will be based on sound 
legal justification. 

 
F. Multiple Violations – Deputy sheriffs are not limited as to the 

number of citations that may be issued to a single violator. Deputy 
sheriffs should use sound judgment in deciding how many 
charges to place and should avoid citing numerous separate 
charges that the courts may tend to consolidate. 

 
3.02.002 Special Categories Of Violators 
 

A. Nonresidents – Will be issued traffic citations and/or warnings 
in the same manner as a resident.  

 
B. Juveniles – Deputy sheriffs should consider the use of 

warnings for juveniles who commit a minor violation.  
Warnings, if given, may include advice to parents.  Citations 
may be issued to juveniles age 16 and above unless the 
violation is punishable by incarceration.  If the violation 
charged does carry a possibility of incarceration and/or the 
juvenile is under 16 years of age, then the violation will be 
charged on a Juvenile Petition and referred to Juvenile 
Services. 

 
C. Foreign Diplomats/Families/Servants and Other Consular 

Officials 
 

1. When a driver, believed to have diplomatic immunity, is 
stopped for a moving traffic violation and has proper and 
valid identification indicating immunity, the deputy sheriff 
may issue an appropriate traffic citation or warning.  
Issuance of a traffic citation does not constitute an arrest or 
detention. The deputy sheriff should give strong 
consideration to the issuance of a warning rather than a 
citation when coming in contact with a driver with diplomatic 
immunity.  

 
2. DUI - Of primary consideration in a DUI incident is 

assurance that the driver does not endanger themselves or 
the public.  Preventive steps may include taking the subject 
to another location to permit sufficient recovery to drive 
safely, providing transportation, or taking other appropriate 
corrective action while respecting any immunity that may 
apply.  Access to a telephone is to be provided.  
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3. The official, if entitled to criminal immunity, is not subject to 

any sobriety or other mandatory test, and, except in extreme 
cases, will not be restrained.  The driver is to be told that the 
deputy sheriff’s primary responsibility is to care for the safety 
of the official and the safety of others.  Force will not be used 
except when necessary to prevent injury to the official or 
others.  

 
4. Papers, documents or archives of a person entitled to 

immunity or in a vehicle bearing valid federal diplomatic 
plates remain inviolable, even if the driver is restrained or the 
vehicle removed or immobilized. 

 
5. Contacts for Diplomatic Status Verification  

 
a. U.S. Department of State, Protocol Office, Immunity 

Section at 202-647-1985 and after hours at 571-345-
3146 or 1-866-217-2089. 

 
b. U.S. Department of State, OPS Center at 202-647-

4415 and after hours at 202-647-1512. 
 

D. Legislators – While U.S. Senators and Representatives enjoy 
some immunity while congress is in session, they are not exempt 
from compliance with ordinary laws, including the Maryland Motor 
Vehicle Laws.  Legislators including those at the state level, may be 
warned, cited or arrested for motor vehicle law violations.  

 
E. Military Personnel - Military personnel are required to obey the 

rules of the road. Military personnel are exempt from certain 
licensing requirements, and vehicle registration requirements. Refer 
to the current State of Maryland Transportation Article for further 
information. 

 
3.02.003 Enforcement Practices  
 

A. Selective traffic enforcement is designed to promote the safe and 
efficient movement of traffic through the use of: 

 
1. Analytical data in the geographical or time based assignment 

of employees and equipment to identified areas of concern; 
and  

 
2. The establishment of preventative patrols to handle specific 

traffic violations. 
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B. Based on the premise that patrol in a marked vehicle is the most 
effective deterrent to traffic law violators, deputy sheriffs will be alert 
to the occurrence of violations while engaged in routine patrol 
duties and will devote a portion of their duty tours to selective traffic 
law enforcement through the utilization of the following patrol 
techniques: 

 
1. Visible Traffic Patrol 

 
a. Area Traffic Patrol: The part of law enforcement 

traffic supervision that consists of driving an area or 
roadway for the purpose of providing protection, 
security, and service to the public; patrol or stationary 
observation in an area that includes a number of 
streets, roads, or sections of highway.  

 
b. Line Traffic Patrol: Moving patrol or stationary 

observation on a specified route between two points, 
usually on one street or a section of a highway.   

 
c. Directed Traffic Patrol: Selective traffic enforcement 

or the assignment of deputy sheriffs to traffic 
enforcement activities at times and locations where 
hazardous or congested conditions exist.  Such 
assignments are usually based on such factors as 
traffic volume, accident experience, frequency of 
traffic violations, citizen complaints and emergency 
and service needs. 

 
2. Stationary Observation 

 
a. Traffic observation at a selected place, usually one 

with an unfavorable accident experience or traffic flow 
problem, for traffic law enforcement purposes, 
especially to detect violations and deter possible 
violators. 

 
b. Covert Stationary Patrol: Stationary observation in 

which the observer is not visible to persons, using 
ordinary power of observation, from the roadway 
being observed.  

 
c. Overt Stationary Patrol: Stationary observation by an 

observer in full view but so located, such as on a side 
street, that effort is required by those in the traffic 
stream to discover the observer. 
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i. When utilizing stationary patrol tactics, deputy 
sheriffs will park in such a manner so as not to 
impede or interfere with the traffic flow.  

 
ii. Unmarked cars/unconventional vehicles may 

be used for traffic patrol with the approval of 
the on-duty shift commander. 

 
C. Patrol tactics adopted should be suited to the enforcement 

objective. 
 

D. In order to deploy traffic enforcement resources, it is necessary that 
an ongoing analysis of traffic be conducted.  The Traffic Safety Unit 
will coordinate with the Records Section in compiling data on traffic 
accidents and traffic enforcement activities.  The Traffic Safety Unit 
will consider geographic, time based, and causative factors during 
the data collection and analysis/identification of trouble areas.  The 
results will be used in selective enforcement initiatives.  

 
3.02.004 Vehicle Stop Guidelines/Unknown Risk Stop Guidelines  
 

When a violation is observed and enforcement action is taken, the deputy 
sheriff will conduct a traffic stop using the following guidelines:  

 
A. Activate all of the vehicle’s emergency lights.  The horn or siren will 

be used to signal the violator. 
 

B. Positioning of the Vehicle 
 

1. If possible, the traffic stop should be made in close proximity 
to the location of the violation and in an area which affords 
the deputy sheriff and the violator the greatest safety while 
minimizing the disruption of the normal traffic flow.   

 
2. The vehicle will be positioned approximately fifteen (15) to 

twenty (20) feet to the rear of the violator’s vehicle and offset 
slightly to left or right, to provide additional protection from 
vehicles approaching from the rear. 

 
3. Emergency lights will remain activated until the traffic stop is 

completed.  Take down lights and spotlights will be utilized to 
illuminate the interior of the violator’s vehicle during night 
time hours.  

 
4. If the violator stops the vehicle in an unsafe location, the 

deputy sheriff will direct the violator to move to a safer 
location as soon as practical. 
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5. The public address (PA) system may be used during a traffic 

stop in order to provide directions to the driver and/or 
passengers from a safe distance. 

 
6. Deputy sheriffs making traffic stops in unmarked cars should 

be alert to the violator driving to a location where the violator 
feels it is safe and well lit (i.e. shopping centers, fire 
departments, etc.).  Deputy sheriffs are reminded to be 
aware of citizens concerns about being stopped in an 
unmarked cruiser and should call for a marked cruiser when 
possible. 

 
C. Deputy Sheriffs Approach to the Violator’s Vehicle 

 
1. The deputy sheriff will approach the violator’s vehicle with 

extreme caution.  The deputy sheriff will be alert to 
suspicious activity and/or movement inside the vehicle. 

 
2. Under most circumstances the deputy sheriff will position 

himself/herself slightly behind the front driver side door or 
front passenger side door.  Deputy sheriffs will constantly 
scan the interior of the vehicle for weapons, contraband or 
any sudden movement by the driver or passengers. 

 
D. Contact with the Violator  

 
1. The deputy sheriff will greet the violator in a courteous and 

professional manner.  The deputy sheriff will identify 
himself/herself and request the driver’s license and vehicle 
registration.  If the patrol vehicle is equipped with in car 
video, the violator will be informed of the audio/visual 
recording of the traffic stop. 

 
2. The deputy sheriff will advise the violator of the reason for 

the traffic stop. 
 

3. The decision as to which enforcement option to implement 
should be based upon the seriousness of the violation, which 
option is most likely to result in future compliance, and 
whether or not the stop was made during a special 
enforcement detail. 

 
4. All written documents, i.e., SERO, Uniform Complaint and 

Citation, will be completed accurately and in compliance with 
training and regulations. 
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5. The deputy sheriff will explain the documents to the violator. 
In the case of citations, the deputy sheriff will explain the 
prepayment, disposition hearing and trial options available to 
the violator. 

 
6. At completion of the stop, the deputy sheriff may find it 

necessary to assist the violator in safely returning to the 
traffic flow.  No violator determined to have a suspended or 
revoked license will be allowed to continue operating a 
vehicle.  

 
E. Special Enforcement Procedures  

 
1. Driving While Suspended or Revoked - generally, licenses 

are suspended or revoked for serious prior offenses, 
including failing to appear in court.  When deciding what 
enforcement action to take in these cases, deputy sheriffs 
should check the driving record of the violator.  In those 
cases where a violator is suspended or revoked for multiple 
failures to appear in court, the deputy sheriff should consider 
arresting the violator in accordance with Maryland 
Transportation Article 26-202 (3), IV.  If a violator is not 
arrested, but released on a citation, the operator shall not be 
permitted to drive the vehicle. 

 
2. Excessive Speed Violations - drivers who disregard the 

posted speed limits cause a large number of motor vehicle 
accidents in St. Mary’s County.  As a result, the Sheriff’s 
Office regards violations of the speed limit laws as serious 
and hazardous violations warranting enforcement action.  
Deputy sheriffs will consider the speed of the violator in 
determining the enforcement action taken. 

 
3. Hazardous Violations - many violations of the traffic laws 

are hazardous and are responsible for a large number of 
traffic accidents in St. Mary’s County.  Some hazardous 
violations are: disregarding a traffic control device (signal 
and/or sign); failure to yield to a vehicle and/or a pedestrian; 
distracted driving; reckless driving; and aggressive driving.  
The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office will take enforcement 
action when hazardous violations occur. 

 
4. Commercial Vehicle Violations - all public and 

commercial vehicle regulations will be enforced in 
accordance with the Maryland Vehicle Law.  The deputy 
sheriff's discretion, training, experience, and knowledge will 
determine the action to be taken for violations of public 
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and/or commercial violations. Commercial Motor Vehicle 
Inspections will be conducted only by certified Commercial 
Motor Vehicle Inspectors. Enforcement actions will be 
taken as deemed appropriate by the inspector. 

 
5. Non-Hazardous Violations - the type of enforcement 

necessary in non-hazardous violations will be at the 
discretion of the deputy sheriff.  It is impossible to foresee 
every situation regarding traffic violations; therefore, the 
deputy sheriff's discretion, training, experience, and 
knowledge will determine the action to be taken.  Any willful 
or wanton violation should be handled with appropriate 
action. 

 
6. Off-Road Vehicles - the use of off-road vehicles is governed 

by Article 27, Section 578, of the Annotated Code of 
Maryland.  This section prohibits the use of off-road vehicles 
on both public and private property unless it is either with the 
permission of the owner or is specifically permitted by law. 

 
7. Newly Enacted Laws & Regulations - unless otherwise 

directed, deputy sheriffs may use discretion in issuing 
warning notices for newly enacted vehicle laws. 

 
8. Bicycle and Pedestrian Traffic – Deputy sheriffs will 

monitor pedestrian and bicycle movements to ensure 
compliance with Maryland Vehicle Laws, especially 
regarding improper highway crossings by pedestrians.  
Enforcement action may be taken to curtail 
pedestrian/bicyclist movements that impede traffic and lead 
to accidents. 

 
Selective enforcement will be utilized in addressing issues 
involving bicycle and pedestrian traffic. Deputy sheriffs will 
concentrate their enforcement efforts in those areas where 
traffic congestion and accidents frequently involve 
pedestrians and bicyclists, as identified by the Traffic Safety 
Unit. 

 
3.02.005 High Risk Traffic Stop 
 

When stopping a vehicle that you know or suspect is occupied by armed 
suspects or persons you believe could cause harm to you or someone 
else, you should conduct a high risk stop.  This has been called a “felony” 
stop in the past.  High risk stops will be conducted with a minimum of two 
police vehicles and deputies. 
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A. Choose a location that is well lit, if possible, is away from 
pedestrians, high traffic or crowded areas and initiate the stop. 

 
B. Once you have chosen your location for the stop, advise 

communications of: 
 

1. Location 
 

2. License plate number and state 
 

3. Make, model and color of vehicle 
 

4. Number of occupants 
 

5. Request 10-3 on channel 
 

C. Activate all of the vehicle’s emergency lights.  The horn or siren will 
be used to signal the driver. 

 
D. Position of the Vehicle 

 
1. Position the police vehicle behind the suspect’s vehicle and 

stop approximately 20-30 feet behind the suspect’s vehicle, 
offset approximately 3 feet.  Activate takedown lights, high 
beam headlights, and position spotlight at outside driver’s 
review mirror.  Open your car door and take cover.  DO NOT 
APPROACH THE SUSPECT VEHICLE. 

 
2. The second police vehicle will pull up beside the first and 

stop on an angle approximately 6 feet from the first. 
 

3. Additional police units will stop behind the first two and will 
stop traffic. 

 
E. Making Contact with the Driver and Occupants 

 
The initiating officer will use their PA system and will control the 
suspects and the scene. 

 
1. Inform occupants they are not to move unless ordered to do 

so. 
 

2. Command occupants of the suspect vehicle to place their 
hands on top of their head with fingers interlaced. 

 
3. Command driver to lower the window, turn off the ignition 

and throw the keys out of the window with his LEFT hand.  
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4. Order the driver to open the door with his left hand using the 

outside handle and exit the vehicle. 
 

5. Order driver to close the door, take two steps to their left and 
face away from you with their hands in the air. 

 
6. Order driver to lift shirt/jacket by pulling up on back of collar 

exposing waistband, then turn slowly around until ordered to 
stop.  Have the driver stop turning after at least two rotations 
and face away from you. 

 
7. Order driver to walk backwards to area near the front 

bumper of your patrol vehicle. 
 

8. Order driver to kneel, cross ankles, and lean forward at the 
waist. 

 
9. Direct arresting officer to take driver into custody.  Handcuff 

the suspect while he is still kneeling.  The arresting officer 
should search the suspect’s waist area or other high risk 
areas, lift him to his feet and back him up to the rear of the 
vehicles where he should be completely searched and 
detained. 

 
10. Each occupant should be removed in the same manner 

described above. 
 

F. Clearing the Vehicle 
 

Once all known occupants are out of the vehicle, two officers 
should approach the vehicle with weapons pointed at a straight line 
to the vehicle. 

 
1. Scan the inside of the vehicle to assure there are no other 

occupants. 
 

2. Retrieve the keys from the ground and safely open the trunk. 
This should be done with one officer on the ground unlocking 
the trunk and the other covering the trunk with his weapon 
as it is opened.  The trunk should be searched. 

 
High risk stops will be made in accordance with the procedures 
taught in initial and in-service training. 

 
3.02.006 Re-Examination Of Drivers  
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A. Traffic enforcement and motor vehicle accident investigations 
often lead to the discovery of drivers who have suspected 
incompetence, mental disability or conditions that may impair their 
abilities to exercise reasonable and ordinary care in the operation 
of a motor vehicle. 

 
B. Maryland Motor Vehicle Law permits the Motor Vehicle 

Administration to re-examine a person’s driving privilege if the 
licensee is involved in an accident resulting in death of another; 
and/or the administration has good cause to believe the licensee 
is unfit, unsafe, or otherwise not qualified to drive. 

 
C. If a deputy sheriff has cause to believe a licensee needs to be re-

examined, he/she will complete an MVA eReferral Entry within the 
Delta Plus program being as specific as possible.  

 
3.02.007 Parking Enforcement  
 

A. The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office will enforce parking 
regulations within St. Mary’s County pursuant to Maryland Motor 
Vehicle Law.  Parking violations will be issued on a Maryland 
Uniform Complaint and Citation or electronic citation through E-
Tix. 

 
B. In general, parking enforcement will have a lower priority than 

other patrol and traffic enforcement functions.  Parking 
enforcement will concentrate on vehicles which represent hazards 
to the free flow of traffic, or otherwise represent a safety hazard; 
and on violations of the prohibition against improper use of spaces 
reserved for the handicapped. 

 
3.02.008 Hazardous Highway Conditions  
 

A. A deputy sheriff learning of, or observing a hazardous condition 
on a roadway or affecting traffic flow which requires immediate 
attention or repair, will notify the Emergency Communications 
Center (ECC).  The deputy sheriff will inform the communication 
specialist of the situation and identify the assistance or special 
equipment required.  The deputy sheriff will protect the scene and 
bystanders, and direct traffic or take any other action deemed 
necessary. ECC will notify the appropriate agency to make the 
emergency repair or restore essential services.   

 
B. Problem conditions may exist (road design, engineering 

deficiencies) which enforcement action cannot correct.  In such 
cases, the deputy sheriff will document the problem on an Incident 
Report (SMCSO Form 56A) and notify the duty officer.  The duty 
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officer will ensure a copy of the report is forwarded to the 
appropriate department/agency for review and action.  The duty 
officer will also ensure a copy of the report is placed in the roll call 
book to alert other deputy sheriffs of the problem. 

 
3.02.009 Off-Road Vehicles  
 

A. A person may not drive a motor vehicle in violation of any provision 
of the Maryland Motor Vehicle laws on any private property that is 
used by the public in general or on property owned by or under the 
control of the State, the County, or a local jurisdiction. 

 
B. Deputy sheriffs will investigate complaints concerning off-road 

traffic violations and operators of off-road type vehicles.  In those 
cases where a violator can be identified and/or apprehended, 
deputies will take the appropriate enforcement action. 

 
3.02.010 Traffic Direction And Control 
 

A. The Sheriff’s Office will perform traffic direction and control 
functions when necessary, to ensure the safe and efficient 
movement of vehicles and pedestrians. 

 
B. Deputy sheriffs are frequently called upon to direct traffic at the 

scene of accidents, special events, during adverse weather, and 
other critical incidents such as fires. 

 
Hand Signals – Deputy sheriffs directing traffic will use common 
gestures and signals in order to create the greatest degree of public 
understanding and aid in the safe and efficient flow of traffic. These 
hand and arm motions must be deliberate and distinct in order to 
communicate what the deputy sheriff wants vehicle operators and 
pedestrians to do. 

 
C. Special Equipment  

 
Deputy sheriffs assigned to a post directing traffic will utilize the 
following items to enhance their safety: 

 
1. reflective traffic vest/clothing;  

 
2. flashlight or flares as needed; and  

 
3. traffic cones (if available).  

 
D. Critical Incidents   
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A deputy sheriff’s responsibility at a critical incident scene is the 
same as at any location where crowds congregate: vehicle and 
pedestrian traffic, and crowd control.  Deputy sheriffs will divert 
traffic away from the scene, keeping the roadways open to allow for 
unimpeded movement of police, fire and rescue equipment. 

 
E. Traffic Control Device Malfunction 

 
Deputy sheriffs will report any traffic control device malfunction to 
the Emergency Communications Center who will notify the proper 
authorities to correct the malfunction.  If necessary, the deputy 
sheriff will ensure the safety of motorists by physically directing 
traffic, setting up flares and utilizing the patrol vehicle’s emergency 
lights. 

 
F. Traffic Engineering 

 
Deputy sheriffs will refer civilian complaints or suggestions 
concerning traffic engineering (placement of traffic control devices, 
high accident areas, roadways) to the State Highway 
Administration. Complaints involving county roads will be referred 
to the Department of Public Works and Transportation. 

 
3.02.011 Education 
 

A. The ultimate goal of the agency is to achieve voluntary compliance 
with traffic laws and regulations.   

 
B. The agency will prepare, disseminate, or make available traffic 

safety educational materials that support enforcement efforts and 
enhance public understanding of traffic safety programs. 

 
C. The Traffic Safety Unit will be responsible for coordination of the 

agency's efforts in traffic safety education. 
D. A variety of materials are made available to the public dealing with 

traffic laws, traffic safety, and related topics. 
 


