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2.07  CHILD ABUSE/NEGLECT 
 
2.07.001 Policy 
 

It is the policy of the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office to promptly 
investigate reports of child abuse and/or child neglect and to coordinate 
the investigations with the Department of Social Services Child Protective 
Services Division and the State’s Attorney’s Office. 

 
2.07.002 Definitions 
 

A. Department of Social Services/Child Protective Services 
(CPS):  Is the local agency notified via oral and written report of all 
child abuse and child neglect reports received by the St. Mary’s 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

 
B. Physical Child Abuse:  When a child under the age of 18 years 

sustains a physical injury as a result of cruel or inhumane treatment 
or as a result of malicious acts by a parent, guardian, other 
household member or person who has temporary care or custody. 

 
C. Sexual Child Abuse:  When a child under the age of 18 years is 

sexually molested, exploited, or the victim of incest, rape, or other 
sexual offense committed by a parent, guardian, other household 
member or person who has temporary care or custody. 

 
D. Neglect:  Failure to give proper care and attention under 

circumstances that a child’s health and/or welfare are significantly 
harmed or the child is placed at risk of significant harm; or, when a 
child under eight years old is left unattended or being cared for by 
a person under the age of thirteen years. 
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2.07.003 General 
 

A. A deputy sheriff may take a child into custody in accordance with a 
court order or if the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that 
the child is in immediate danger from the child’s surroundings and 
that the child’s removal is necessary for the child’s protection. When 
a law enforcement officer takes a child into custody the officer shall 
immediately notify the child’s parent, guardian, or custodian, 
immediately notify the local department of social services and keep 
custody only until social services takes custody or authorizes 
release of the child unless the officer determines that it is safe to 
return the child to the child’s parent, custodian, or guardian.  (Courts 
and Judicial Proceedings, Title 3-814) 

 
B. When a report of suspected child abuse or neglect is received by 

the agency, a supervisor will evaluate the initial information to 
determine if immediate response is necessary due to a life-
threatening situation or the well-being of the child.  If immediate 
response is deemed proper, the nearest available deputy sheriff is 
dispatched to the scene, with one back-up unit, if available, 
preferably a supervisor or an investigator. 

 
C. If the report of alleged child abuse or neglect is received by the 

agency from any source other than Child Protective Services, CPS 
is notified immediately via oral report and advised what specific 
immediate action the agency has taken.   

 
D. If an immediate response to the scene is not considered necessary, 

the complaint is assigned to a Criminal Investigations Division (CID) 
investigator. 

 
E. Reports received by CPS are assigned to a CPS worker who begins 

their normal investigative procedures.  CPS evaluates the case and 
when there is any question as to the safety of either a member of 
the family subject to the inquiry or the CPS worker, law enforcement 
assistance is requested.  As soon as there is an indication of 
prosecution in court for any criminal violation, a request is made for 
law enforcement to enter the case and conduct a joint investigation 
with CPS. 

 
F. In all cases where the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office is notified, 

from any source, of suspected child abuse or neglect, an 
investigation into the circumstances is required.  In those cases 
where an immediate response to the scene is necessary, the 
responding deputy sheriff contacts the family or custodian of the 
child and determines the well-being of the child.  If CPS employees 
are not present and it appears the child needs medical attention, 
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the deputy sheriff arranges for immediate and appropriate medical 
attention.  If a CPS worker is present, the deputy sheriff assists the 
service worker in performing their responsibilities and preserves 
peace at the scene.  The deputy sheriff is responsible for 
completing the required report on the incident before the end of the 
shift.  If further law enforcement investigation is required, the 
investigation is assigned to a CID investigator for follow-up. 

 
G. Within 24 hours of receiving a suspected abuse report, CPS, the 

St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office, or both in a joint investigation 
will: 

 
1. Contact the child;  

 
2. Providing it would not hinder the investigation, attempt to 

conduct an on-site interview with the child’s caretaker; and  
 

3. Determine the safety of the child or other children in the 
home. 

 
H. An investigation into suspected or alleged child abuse or neglect 

will include a determination of the nature, extent, and cause of the 
alleged abuse or neglect. 

 
2.07.004 Physical Child Abuse 
 

A. A deputy sheriff responding to a report of physical child abuse will: 
 

1. Immediately assess the extent of the injuries and determine 
whether the child needs immediate medical attention.  (Many 
times, internal injuries or broken bones could be involved 
which would not be readily recognized by non-medical 
personnel) 

 
2. Notify CPS. 

 
3. Conduct an interview of the child to determine the basic 

information of the abuse. 
 

4. Notify the Duty Officer of all serious child abuse cases (e.g., 
burns, multiple welts, bruises or marks indicating cruel, 
inhumane, or malicious acts).  The Duty Officer will notify the 
on-call CID supervisor who will determine if a CID 
investigator will respond.  If a CID investigator will not be 
responding, the deputy sheriff will be responsible for the 
investigation of the incident. 
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5. Document the incident on a St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s 
Office Offense/Incident Report (SMCSO Form #56) and 
refer the investigation to CID if follow-up is needed. 

 
2.07.005 Sexual Child Abuse 
 

A. Cases of child sexual abuse will be investigated by CID 
investigators in conjunction with CPS. 

 
B. A deputy sheriff responding to a report of sexual child abuse will: 

 
1. Conduct an interview of the victim to obtain basic information 

for the initial report. The deputy sheriff will take into 
consideration the age, education, nationality, intelligence, 
psychological traits and mental condition of the juvenile 
before basic interviewing begins. If the deputy sheriff does 
not believe the juvenile victim can appropriately answer 
basic interview questions, the deputy sheriff will use the 
information provided by the complainant. The deputy sheriff 
will refrain from asking leading questions when obtaining 
basic initial information from the juvenile victim.  The deputy 
sheriff will then apprise the Duty Officer of the details of the 
investigation.  The Duty Officer will then contact the on-call 
CID supervisor who may immediately assign an investigator 
to respond after determining and considering the following: 

 
a. Whether the abuse occurred within the past 120 

hours/five (5) days;  
 

b. If physical evidence is to be collected;  
 

c. Whether the suspect still has access to the victim; or 
 

d. The ability to utilize Forensic Interviewing methods in 
order to receive a statement from the victim.   

 
2. Notify CPS. 

 
3. Document all information on a St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s 

Office Offense/Incident Report (SMCSO Form #56) and 
refer the investigation to CID. 

 
4. If an investigator does not respond, the deputy sheriff will: 

 
a. Conduct a basic initial interview with the victim;  

 
b. Notify CPS, so they are aware of the report.  This will 
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enable CPS to coordinate their efforts with that of the 
CID investigator.  It will also allow them to determine 
the safety of the victim and other children in the home.  

 
c. The deputy sheriff will be advised of the investigative 

plan following the Duty Officer’s consultation with the 
CID supervisor. 

 
2.07.006 Child Neglect 
 

A deputy sheriff responding to a child neglect case will: 
 

A. Notify CPS. 
 

B. Remain at the scene and cooperate with CPS in an attempt to 
locate a parent and/or relative. 

 
C. Document the incident on an Offense/Incident Report and consult 

CID or the State’s Attorney’s Office when necessary. 
 
2.07.007 Reports 
 

A. In addition to the standard information captured on an 
Offense/Incident Report, the deputy sheriff will indicate the 
following information in the narrative section: 

 
1. The circumstances that led the deputy sheriff to believe that 

neglect and/or child abuse exists.  Relate how the child has 
been harmed, or state what conditions exist to constitute 
neglect. 

 
2. State the source of the information, such as personal 

observation, statements made by the child, parents, or 
persons outside the immediate family having relevant 
information. 

 
B. If the report of alleged child abuse or neglect is received by the 

agency from any source other than CPS or any other mandated 
reporter, a State of Maryland-Child Protective Services Report of 
Suspected Child Abuse/Neglect is completed and copies 
disseminated as instructed on the report.  The deputy sheriff should 
always make verbal contact with CPS to ensure they have received 
the report. 


