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2.04  STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish a domestic violence protocol for 
the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office. As more effective ways of 
combating domestic violence become known, this policy will be modified 
to incorporate approaches adapted to meet the needs of the citizens of St. 
Mary’s County. 

 
2.04.001 Goals 
 

In attempt to provide the highest level of service to the citizens of St. 
Mary’s County involved in domestic violence, through this policy the St. 
Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office will seek to: 

 
A. Significantly reduce the level of domestic violence within the county; 

 
B. Ensure a consistent and uniform law enforcement response 

throughout the county; 
 

C. Provide a safe, problem-solving approach during the delivery of 
services; 

 
D. Provide contemporary education to employees and the public;  

 
E. Improve coordination with the criminal justice system and service 

providers; and 
 

F. Standardize reporting and data collection. 
 
2.04.002 Policy 
 

The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office is committed to reducing the 
incidence and severity of domestic violence by recognizing it as a 
significant societal problem but dealing with it as a serious criminal 
offense.  The Sheriff’s Office will strive to: 
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A. Educate victims as to their legal rights; 

 
B. Advise victims of the help that is available to them; 

 
C. Encourage victims to seek legal and social assistance; 

 
D. Control abusers and hold them accountable for their actions; 

 
E. Ensure that deputy sheriffs are prepared to respond to and 

effectively deal with domestic violence calls for service; and 
 

F. Apprehend violators. 
 
2.04.003 Definitions 
 

A.  Domestic Related Crime (Formally Domestic Violence) means 
any crime committed by a suspect against a victim who is a person 
eligible for relief as defined (effective July 1, 2016), in Article 4-501 
of the Family Law Article or who had a sexual relationship with a 
suspect within 12 months before the commission of the crime.  This 
also includes same sex relationships. 

 
A “person eligible for relief” includes: 

 
1. The current or former spouse of the respondent; 

 
2. A cohabitant of the respondent. A cohabitant means a person 

who has had a sexual relationship with the respondent and 
resided with the respondent in the home for a period of at least 
90 days within 1 year before filing the petition; 

 
3. A person related to the respondent by blood, marriage, or 

adoption; 
 

4. A parent, stepparent, child, or stepchild of the respondent or 
the person eligible for relief who resides or resided with the 
respondent or person eligible for relief for at least 90 days 
within 1 year before the filing of the petition; 

 
5. A vulnerable adult; or 

 
6. An individual who has a child in common with the respondent. 

 
Any incident where an individual meeting the above description has 
received deliberate physical injury or is in fear of imminent deliberate 
physical injury is to be considered a domestically related crime and 
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the offense report will be classified as Domestic Assault. When a 
domestic related crime occurs where the suspect and victim have or 
had an intimate relationship as described below in B, The Domestic 
Violence Supplemental Form to include the lethality assessment 
(SMCSO Form #235) shall be completed.  

 
B.  Explanation of “Intimate Relationship”:  Applies only to 

classification of crimes or incidents of domestic violence or 
domestic situations.  

 
1. An “Intimate Relationship” is one in which heterosexual or 

same sex partners have, or have had, a sexual or emotional 
relationship.  

 
2. Persons involved in an intimate relationship are partners 

who: 
 

a.  Are married, separated, or divorced; 
 

b.  Live or have lived together; 
 

c.   Have children in common; or  
 

d.  Date, or have dated, but do not live, or never have 
lived, together. 

 
C. Child Abuse:  Although child abuse is considered a part of family 

violence, the procedures for handling it are different as determined 
by law.  Therefore, to avoid confusion with assaults on children, the 
following definitions and information have been included within this 
policy. 

 
1.  “Child” means any individual under the age of eighteen (18) 

years.  
 

2. “Abuse” means:  
 

a.  Sustaining of physical injury by a child as result of 
cruel or inhumane treatment; or 

 
b. As result of a malicious act by any parent or other 

person who has permanent or temporary custody; or 
 

c. Responsibility for supervision of a child; or 
 

d. By any household or family member under 
circumstances indicating that the child’s health or 
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welfare is harmed or threatened thereby; or 
 

e. Sexual abuse of a child, whether physical injuries are 
sustained or not. 

 
D. “Family Member” means a relative of a child by blood, adoption or 

marriage. 
 

E. “Household Member” means a person who lives with or is a 
regular presence in a home of a child at the time of the alleged 
abuse. 

 
F. “Sexual Abuse” means: 

 
1. Any act involving sexual molestation or exploitation of a child 

by a parent; or 
 

2. Other person who has permanent or temporary care or 
custody or responsibility for supervision of a child; or 

 
3. Any household or family member. 

 
G. “Sexual Abuse” includes, but is not limited to: 

 
1. Incest, rape or sexual offense in any degree; 

 
2. Sodomy; and 

 
3. Unnatural or perverted sexual practices. 

 
2.04.004 Responding Deputy Sheriff  
 

A. Deputies responding are to proceed with the knowledge that 
domestic violence usually causes a high emotional state on the part 
of those involved and therefore represents the greatest potential for 
injury to the responding deputies and the participants. 

 
1. Deputies will respond using all reasonable precaution, so 

their arrival does not worsen the situation. 
 

2. Once on the scene, deputies will restore order by gaining 
control of the situation. 

 
3. Deputies are to take control of all weapons used or 

threatened to be used in the crime. 
 

4. Deputies will assess the need for medical attention and call 
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for Emergency Medical Services if necessary. 
 

5. All parties are to be separated and interviewed, including 
children, after which the responding deputies should confer 
to determine if an arrest is to be made or whether other 
action should be taken. 

 
6. Evidence will be collected, recorded and where appropriate, 

color photographs of injuries and property damage will be 
taken. If applicable, deputies will check the 911 tapes and 
request a copy, through proper authority. 

 
7. Provide victims protection against further injury and with 

information regarding appropriate community resources. 
 

8. Provide victims of domestic violence with a copy of the Crime 
Victims and Witnesses:  Your Rights and Services 
Handbook in accordance with Family Law Article FL 4-513 
and verbally explain the victim’s rights to him/her.  On the 
front of the pamphlet the officer will write his/her name, the 
name of their immediate supervisor, the complaint control 
number, and the agency telephone number to report 
additional information or find status of case investigation.   

 
9. Document the call for service by preparing written reports. 

Written documentation is to include the Maryland Domestic 
Violence Supplement (SMCSO Form #235) which includes 
the Domestic Violence Lethality Screen for Law 
Enforcement to assess if the victim is a “High-Danger” risk. 
If a “High-Danger” assessment is triggered based upon the 
answers provided by the victim and or the officer has a belief 
that a potentially lethal situation exists, a call to The 
Southern MD Center for Family Advocacy (240) 925-0084)  
will be made on scene and the victim will be provided the 
option to speak to a hotline advocate.   

 
10. When preparing the application for statement of charges, 

officers will check the domestic violence box. 
 

11. When deputies respond to a domestic violence call and the 
victim or suspect is a sworn or civilian employee of any law 
enforcement agency, a supervisor will be called to the scene.  
The supervisor will then contact the respective agency to 
advise them of the situation and indicate whether a firearm 
(service weapon) was seized and/or if an arrest was made. 

 
B. Guidelines for Office of Professional Responsibilities Notification 
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When deputies respond to a domestic violence call and the victim 
or suspect is an employee of the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office, 
the deputy sheriff will notify the duty officer.  The duty officer will 
then contact the Office of Professional Responsibilities and the on-
call commander. 

 
2.04.005 Arrest In Domestic Violence Situations 
 

A.  Physical assault as result of domestic violence will be treated as a 
criminal violation.  It is strongly recommended the responsible 
individual be arrested if conditions of Maryland Criminal Procedure 
CP 2-204 are met.  For purposes of CP 2-204, only the current 
spouse or persons residing together can be arrested.  People who 
are dating but not living together are not subject to warrantless 
arrest. 

 
B. A deputy sheriff may arrest a person without a warrant under CP 2-

204 when: 
 

1. The deputy sheriff has probable cause to believe: 
 

a. The person assaulted his/her spouse or other 
individual with whom the person resides;  

 
b. There is evidence of physical injury; and 

 
c. Unless the person is immediately arrested, he/she 

 
i. May not be apprehended, 

 
ii. May cause injury to the victim or damage to the 

property of one or more other persons, or 
 

iii. May tamper with, dispose of, or destroy 
evidence; and 

 
2. When a report or call for service was made to the police 

within 48 hours of the alleged incident. 
 
2.04.006 Dual Arrest Investigative Guidelines 
 

A. Definition of Dual Arrest 
 

“Dual Arrest” is the term used to describe the arrest of both parties 
involved in a domestic situation, usually a mutual assault. 
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B. Dual Arrests arise when: 
 

1.  Both parties commit a crime, most often an assault, against 
each other. Deputies are discouraged from making dual 
arrests and are encouraged to determine a primary 
aggressor.  

 
2. As a law enforcement officer in the State of Maryland, 

deputies have the authority not to arrest a person who acts 
in self-defense. 

 
C. The State of Maryland guides law enforcement officers legislatively 

through Cl 2-204 of the Warrentless Arrest Statute: 
 

“If the officer has probable cause to believe that mutual assault 
occurred and arrest is necessary under this subsection, the officer 
will consider whether one of the parties acted in self-defense when 
making the determination whether to arrest the person whom the 
officer believes to be the primary aggressor.” 

 
D. Investigation and Evaluation of Injuries 

 
When a mutual assault has occurred, the responding deputy sheriff 
will: 

 
1. Investigate and interview the parties as in any domestic 

violence case; 
 

2. While investigating, pay attention to the history of violence, 
including any previous or current Temporary Ex Parte or 
Protective Order; 

 
3. Evaluate injuries sustained by the parties, considering: 

 
a. The degree and type of injury, determining whether 

injuries are offensive or defensive; 
 

b. The relative strength, size and capability to inflict 
injury of each person; and 

 
c. The relative fear displayed by each of the parties; 

 
4. Consider whether one of the parties acted in self-defense;  

 
5. Seek to determine, through investigation, whether one of the 

parties was the primary aggressor. 
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E. Consideration of Self-Defense 
 

1. Maryland law requires that a law enforcement officer “shall 
consider whether one of the parties acted in self-defense.” 
In Maryland, a person may act in self-defense when: 

 
a. The person believed they were in immediate and 

imminent danger of bodily harm; 
 

b. The person’s belief was reasonable; and 
 

c. The person used no more force than reasonably 
necessary to defend him/her in light of the threatened 
or actual harm. 

 
2. In cases where a person’s injuries are severe enough to 

demonstrate an intent to do great bodily harm and the deputy 
sheriff has probable cause to believe the suspect committed 
the offense, they should consider whether the extent of the 
victim’s injuries substantiate the suspect’s claim of self-
defense. 

 
3. The investigating deputy sheriff will consider the self-

defense factors and decide whether one of the parties’ 
actions constituted an act of self-defense. 

 
F. Determination of Primary Aggressor 

 
1. In determining if one of the parties is a primary aggressor, 

the investigating deputy sheriff will ascertain whether one of 
the parties: 

 
a. Has a history of committing crimes of violence;  

 
b. Is or has been a respondent of a Temporary Ex Parte 

or Protective Order;  
 

c. Has threatened the other;  
 

d. Has carried out his/her threats; and/or 
 

e. Is more capable than the other party of being the 
aggressor. 

 
2. A determination as to who is the primary aggressor need not 

necessarily include who started a verbal argument, because 
verbal provocation is not cause for assaultive behavior. 
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3. The investigating deputy sheriff will consider the primary-

aggressor factors and decide whether one of the parties’ 
actions constituted an act of primary aggression. 

 
G. Basic Arrest Policy in Cases of Mutual Battery 

 
1. Deputies will avoid dual arrest when the investigation 

reveals a person acted in self-defense. 
 

2. If one party is determined to be the primary aggressor, 
he/she should be arrested.   

 
3. If both parties committed offenses against each other, and 

neither was acting in self-defense, both parties should be 
arrested. 

 
4. Maryland Law seeks to hold the primary aggressor 

accountable; therefore, cases of dual arrest should not be a 
frequent occurrence. 

 
Whenever all the elements under CL 2-204 are present, a deputy 
sheriff may arrest the assailant.  However, if a deputy sheriff is able 
and justified by law to make an arrest and chooses not to, the 
deputy sheriff will articulate in their report why no arrest was made 
and what specific actions were taken to ensure the safety of the 
victim.   

 
H. Factors a Deputy Sheriff is to consider in determining Probable 

Cause in Domestic Assault Cases: 
 

In domestic violence cases, there are some common factors that 
may not exist for the same offense in other situations.  These 
factors can aid deputies in their investigations: 

 
1. Visible injuries: whether offensive or defensive nature.  

 
2. Evidence of victim’s pain from non-visible injuries, such as a 

blow to the stomach, causing the victim to wince and hold 
the affected area.  

 
3. Furniture in disarray.  

 
4. Torn clothing.  

 
5. Need for medical attention. 
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6. Corroborating statements of witnesses who can verify 
violence or threats of violence. 

 
7. Threats made in the presence of the deputy sheriff. 

 
8. Presence of weapons. 

 
9. Demeanor of complainant (upset, angry or confused 

because he/she may have been assaulted). 
 

10. Demeanor of suspect (agitated, or calm and composed 
because he/she may have relieved his/her tension by 
striking the complainant). 

 
11. Upset children. 

 
12. Information derived from the call-taker’s record. 

 
13. History of violence or repeat calls for service at the location. 

 
14. Existence of a civil protective order. 

 
15. Refusal of the suspect to allow the victim to be interviewed 

out of the suspect’s presence even when the victim 
complies. 

 
2.04.007 Extreme Risk Protective Orders (ERPO) 
 

A. Extreme Risk Protective Orders (ERPO) prohibit a Respondent 
from possessing and purchasing a firearm and/or ammunition when 
there are reasonable grounds to believe a Respondent poses an 
IMMEDIATE and PRESENT DANGER of causing personal injury to 
the Respondent, the Petitioner, or other individuals by 
POSSESSING A FIREARM. The purpose of an ERPO is to reduce 
gun deaths and injuries by restricting a Respondent’s access to 
firearms and ammunition. 

 
B. A Petition for or the issuance of an ERPO does not in any way affect 

the ability of law enforcement to remove or seize firearms and/or 
ammunition from any person or property as permitted by any other 
law. 

 
C. Definitions: 
 

1. Extreme Risk Protective Order (ERPO):  a civil  Interim, 
Temporary, or Final Protective Order prohibiting the 
Respondent from possessing and purchasing a firearm and 
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ammunition and ordering the Respondent to surrender to 
law enforcement any firearm and ammunition in the 
Respondent’s possession for the duration of the Order.  

 
2. Ammunition: a cartridge, shell, or any other device 

containing explosive or incendiary material designed and 
intended for use in a firearm.  

 
3. Firearm: a weapon that expels, is designed to expel, or may 

readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an 
explosive; or the frame or receiver of such a weapon. 
Firearms include handguns, rifles, shotguns, and starter 
guns. 

 
4. Petitioner: an individual who files a petition for an Interim, 

Temporary or Final ERPO. A Petitioner may be any of the 
following: 

 
a. Physician, psychologist, clinical social worker, 

licensed clinical professional counselor,  clinical 
nurse specialist in psychiatric and mental health 
nursing, psychiatric nurse  practitioner,  licensed 
clinical marriage or family therapist, or  designee of 
a health officer who has examined the  individual; 

 
b. A law enforcement officer; 
 
c. The spouse of the Respondent; 
 
d. A cohabitant of the Respondent;   
 
e. A person related to the respondent by blood, 

marriage, or  adoption; 
 
f. An individual who has a child in common with  the 

Respondent;  
 
g. A current dating or intimate partner of the 

Respondent; or  
 
h. A current or former legal guardian of the Respondent. 

 
5 Respondent: a person against whom a petition for an ERPO 

is filed. 
 
6.   Possessing a firearm and ammunition: where the 

Respondent has firearms and/or ammunition within his/her 
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control, this includes those firearms and ammunition where 
the Respondent has access to or is within his/her easy 
reach. Possession also includes firearms and ammunition in 
other locations inside and outside of the Respondent’s 
residence and where the Respondent may not be the owner 
of the property, but the circumstances show that the 
Respondent has reasonable control or possessory interest 
over the firearms and/or ammunition. 

 
7. Petition for emergency evaluation: where the officer  has 

received information from a reliable source or personally 
observed an individual or the individual’s behavior, and the 
officer has reason to believe the individual has a mental 
disorder and presents a danger to the life or safety of  the 
individual or others, the officer may file a petition with  the 
treating facility for an emergency evaluation.    

 
8. Interim ERPO: when the District Court is closed, the 

Petitioner can file a petition with the court commissioner for 
an Order and the court commissioner can issue an Interim 
ERPO. The Extreme Risk Protective Interim Order requires 
the Respondent to surrender to law enforcement authorities 
any firearm and ammunition in the Respondent’s 
possession; and prohibits the Respondent from purchasing 
or possessing any firearm or ammunition for the duration of 
the Interim Order.  An Interim ERPO may include a referral 
from the commissioner to law enforcement for a 
determination of whether the Respondent should be taken 
for an emergency mental evaluation. An Interim ERPO shall 
be effective until the Temporary ERPO hearing which should 
be held the second business day the office of  the District 
Court clerk is open following the issuance of the Interim 
ERPO. 

 
 9. Temporary ERPO: when the District Court is open, a 

Petitioner can file a petition with the District Court for the 
issuance of an ERPO. A hearing will be held and, if the 
Temporary ERPO is issued by a District Court judge, it 
requires the Respondent to surrender to law enforcement 
authorities any firearm and ammunition in the Respondent’s 
possession; and prohibits the Respondent from purchasing 
or possessing any firearm or ammunition for the duration of 
the Temporary Order.  A Temporary ERPO shall be effective 
for not more than seven (7) days after service unless 
extended by the judge. In the event the Order expires when 
the court is unexpectedly closed, the Order shall be effective 
until the second day the court is open.    
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10. Final ERPO: after a hearing on a petition for the issuance of 

a Final ERPO, an Order may be issued by a District Court 
judge requiring the Respondent to surrender to law 
enforcement authorities any firearms and ammunition in the 
Respondent’s possession; and prohibits the Respondent 
from purchasing or possessing any firearm or ammunition 
for the duration of the Order. A Final ERPO shall be valid for 
a period stated in the Order not to exceed one year unless 
superseded by a Circuit Court judge’s order or the Order is 
modified, rescinded, or for good cause shown, extended for 
6 months beyond the period specified. 

 
11.  Reasonable grounds: where there is a  preponderance of 

the evidence to support the belief that the respondent poses 
an immediate and present danger of causing personal 
injury to the respondent, the petitioner, or another individual 
by possessing a firearm.  

 
D. Factors used by the Court or Commissioner in determining whether 

the Reasonable Grounds exists for the issuance of an ERPO: 
 

1. Any information known to the Petitioner that the Respondent 
poses an immediate and present danger of causing personal 
injury to the Respondent, the Petitioner, or another person 
by possessing a firearm and any specific facts in support of 
this information; 

 
2. The Petitioner’s basis of knowledge of supporting facts, 

including a description of the behavior, statements of the 
Respondent or any other information that led the Petitioner 
to believe that the Respondent presents an immediate and 
present danger of causing personal injury to the Respondent 
or another person; 

 
3. A description of the number, types, and location of any 

known firearms believed to be possessed by the 
Respondent; 

 
4. Any supporting documents or information regarding: 

 
a. Any unlawful, reckless or negligent use, display, 

storage, possession, or brandishing of a firearm by 
the Respondent; 

 
b. Any act or threat of violence the Respondent made 

against the Petitioner or against another person, 
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whether or not the threat of violence involved a 
firearm; 

 
c. Any violation by the Respondent of a Protective Order 

under Title 4, Subtitle 5 of the Family Law Article; 
 
d. Any violation by the Respondent of a Peace Order 

under Title 3, Subtitle 15 of the Courts Article; 
 
e. Any abuse of a controlled dangerous substance or 

alcohol by the Respondent, including any conviction 
for a  criminal offense involving a controlled 
dangerous substance or alcohol; and 

 
f.  Where disclosure is permitted or not otherwise 

prohibited by law, any health records or other health 
information concerning the Respondent. 

 
 E. Law Enforcement Petitions for ERPOs: 
 

1. The Duty Officer must be notified if a deputy will be 
completing a Petition for an ERPO. 

 
a. Emergency Evaluations:  If an officer has an 

encounter with a subject which results in the officer 
taking the person into custody for an involuntary 
emergency evaluation, the officer will determine if the 
subject poses an immediate and present danger to 
themselves or another by possessing a firearm.  If the 
subject does pose such a danger, the officer shall 
document their findings on the incident report. 

   
i.  In cases where the ERPO is appropriate, the 

deputy will ensure a qualifying individual with 
firsthand knowledge expresses intent to apply 
for the ERPO.  The Sheriff’s Office Behavioral 
Health Liaison will follow up and ensure 
appropriate action was taken.  

 
ii. If no such petitioner is available, able or willing, 

the deputy will respond to the District Court 
Commissioner or District Court  Clerk to 
complete the ERPO Application. This  will 
be done immediately, and without delay, upon 
completion of the Emergency Petition.  
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b. Domestic Assaults and other types of calls for police 
assistance:  The responding officer will determine if an 
individual poses an immediate and present danger of 
causing personal injury to himself/herself or to other 
persons by possessing a firearm. If the  subject does 
pose such a danger, the officer shall document their 
findings on the offense/incident report. 

 
i. If the complainant/ witness/ victim meets the 

criteria to act as a petitioner, the on-scene 
officer shall explain to the complainant/witness/ 
victim the process to obtain an Interim or 
Temporary ERPO. In these situations, the 
complainant/ witness/ victim has the necessary 
background information regarding the 
Respondent’s behavior and knowledge of 
specific facts needed to establish reasonable 
grounds.  The officer will provide the ERPO 
informational pamphlet and determine if they 
intend to file the petition.  The intention of the 
complainant/ witness/ victim to apply for an 
ERPO should be documented on the officer’s 
body worn camera. The Sheriff’s Office 
Domestic Violence Coordinator will follow up 
and ensure appropriate action was taken. 

 
ii. If the investigating deputy observes an incident 

or receives information that the suspect meets 
the criteria for an ERPO, and no other 
appropriate petitioner is available, the deputy 
will respond to the District Court Commissioner 
or District Court Clerk to complete the ERPO 
Application. This will be done immediately, and 
without delay, upon completion of the 
investigation/arrest procedures.       

 
c. Threats of Mass Violence:  If an individual poses an 

immediate and present danger of causing personal 
injury  to himself/herself or to other persons by 
possessing a firearm and makes a threat of mass 
violence, the  investigating deputy will immediately 
contact and brief the Duty Officer.  After  consulting 
with the Duty Officer, the deputy will respond to the 
District Court Commissioner or District Court Clerk to 
complete the ERPO Application.  This will be done 
immediately and without delay. 
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2. Officers who are investigating cases where the issuance of 
an ERPO may be appropriate should make a good faith 
effort to legally secure firearms and ammunition in the 
Respondent’s possession during the original call for service. 
This action should result in effort to eliminate the potential 
harm and the need to secure the weapons and ammunition 
at a later time should an ERPO be issued. In the event where 
the ERPO is not issued or the petition is subsequently 
dismissed, the weapons and ammunition can be returned to 
the lawful owner if the individual is not barred from 
possessing the firearms and ammunition by State or Federal 
law.    

 
  F. Service of ERPO Orders: 

 
  1. Interim Orders: 

 
a.  On receipt of an Interim Order, the station clerk shall 

initiate a computer check to determine  whether the 
Respondent is the registered owner of a regulated 
firearm. The deputy will then review the results of the 
computer check, which will be attached to the ERPO; 

    
b. Immediately on receipt of an Interim Order, officers 

shall attempt to serve the Order on the Respondent; 
 
c. Officers shall make a good faith effort to secure any 

firearm(s) and/or ammunition in the Respondent’s 
possession; 

 
d. A court commissioner may make a finding, based 

upon the information contained within the petition, 
that there is probable cause to believe the 
Respondent meets the requirement for an emergency 
evaluation under Title 10, Subtitle 6 of the Health 
General Article. In such cases, the commissioner 
shall make a referral to law enforcement on the 
Interim Order. A referral on the Order does not 
provide law enforcement the legal authority to take 
the Respondent  into custody for an evaluation. 
The referral and any subsequent request for 
emergency evaluation must follow the procedures as 
set forth in the General Health Article.  

 
e. Officers shall make a return of service to the Clerk of 

the Court; and 
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f. Within 2 hours after service of the Order, officers shall 
electronically notify the Department of Public Safety 
and Correctional Services of the service using an 
electronic  system approved and provided by the 
Department of Public Safety and Correctional 
Services.   

 
g.  If so equipped, a deputy Sheriff shall utilize their 

issued Body Worn Camera (BWC) during the 
service/attempted service of ERPO, including the 
surrender /recovery of all firearms.   

 
  2. Temporary Orders: 

                                                                    
a. On receipt of a Temporary Order, the station clerk shall 

initiate a computer check to determine whether the 
Respondent is the registered owner of a regulated 
firearm.  The deputy will then review the results of the 
computer check which will be attached to the ERPO;   

 
b. Immediately on receipt of a Temporary Order, officers 

shall attempt to serve the Order on the Respondent; 
 
c, Officers shall make a good faith effort to secure any 

firearm(s) and/or ammunition in the Respondent’s 
possession; 

 
d. A Temporary ERPO may include an Order from the 

District Court Judge for an Emergency Evaluation of 
the Respondent based on the petition for ERPO. Form 
DC-ERPO-010 will be attached to the ERPO.  The 
Emergency Evaluation will be served along with the 
ERPO and the Respondent will be transported for 
medical evaluation in accordance with SMCSO policy.  
A Return of Service will be completed for BOTH the 
ERPO and the Emergency Evaluation.   

 
e. If an officer is the petitioner and the respondent was 

taken  to the hospital by a deputy for Emergency 
Evaluation at the time of the incident, the petitioning 
deputy should note this on the addendum and must 
notify the judge during a temporary hearing.   

 
f. Officers shall make a return of service to the Clerk of 

the Court; and 
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g. Within 2 hours after service of the Order, officers shall 
electronically notify the Department of Public Safety 
and Correctional Services of the service using an 
electronic system approved and provided by the 
Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services 
by notifying the Station Clerk the order has been 
served. 

 
3. Final Orders:  
 

a. On receipt of the law enforcement copy of a Final 
Order, the station clerk shall update the computerized 
record of the  Order. The deputy will then review the 
results of the computer check which will be attached to 
the ERPO.   

 
b. A Final ERPO may require service by Deputy or may 

be mailed to the Respondent by the court.  If service by 
Deputy is requested by the issuing court, service will 
be conducted in the same manner as Interim or 
Temporary ERPO. 

 
c. A Final ERPO may include an Order from the District 

Court Judge for an Emergency Evaluation of the 
Respondent  based on the petition for ERPO. Form 
DC-ERPO-010 will be attached to the ERPO.  The 
Emergency Evaluation will be served along with the 
ERPO and the Respondent will be transported for 
medical evaluation in accordance with SMCSO policy. 
A Return of Service will be completed for BOTH the 
ERPO and the Emergency Evaluation.    

 
G. Obtaining Firearms and Ammunition in the Possession of the 

Respondent: 
 

1. Upon serving an Interim or Temporary ERPO, officers shall 
make a good faith effort to secure all firearms and ammunition 
in the possession of the Respondent. There may be 
occasions where the Respondent has been served with an 
Order in court and law enforcement will be subsequently 
notified by receipt of a copy of said Order. In such cases, upon 
receipt of the copy of the Order, officers shall then make a 
good faith effort to secure all firearms and ammunition in the 
possession of the Respondent. 

 
2. When an ERPO has been issued, officers may subsequently 

develop information that firearms and/or ammunition are in 
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the possession of the Respondent.  Officers should make an 
attempt to gain consent from a legal authority at the 
Respondent’s home to allow access into the home or other 
locations to secure any firearms and/or ammunition.  

 
3. If consent if not gained and officers have probable cause to 

believe a Respondent is in possession of 
firearms/ammunition, the officer shall contact the Duty Officer.  
Any  search for weapons shall comply with applicable laws 
and St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office Search and Seizure 
Policy (SMCSO Operations Manual B4.02). 

  
a. The Duty Officer shall contact the on-call CID 

supervisor to review the facts of the ERPO violation 
investigation.  If probable cause exists to believe 
firearms and/or ammunition are present, CID shall 
respond and apply for a search and seizure warrant. 

 
H. Law Enforcement Responsibility upon Taking Possession of 

Firearms and/or Ammunition: 
 

1. Officers or other Agency personnel coming into possession of 
firearms and/or ammunition in accordance with an ERPO 
shall: 

 
a. Complete and issue a Property Record (SMCSO Form 

# 60) to the Respondent identifying the make, model, 
and serial number of all firearms, and amount and 
caliber of ammunition, seized or surrendered as a 
result of an ERPO.  The officer may do this 
immediately upon service of the order if deemed to be 
safe; or the property section will mail a copy if the 
officer is unable to complete a property record at the 
time of the recovery due to officer safety concerns.  The 
officer will use the CCN assigned to the ERPO by the 
Station Clerk upon entry into CAD/NCIC.   

 
b. A copy of the Sheriff’s Office receipt will be provided to 

the  Respondent by U.S. Mail or made available for 
pick-up from  the station clerk; 

 
c. A copy of the Sheriff’s Office receipt will be maintained 

for the agency’s records; 
 
d. Provide information to the Respondent on the process 

for retaking possession of the firearms and/or 
ammunition on the expiration or termination of the 
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Order by providing them with a Surrender of 
Firearms/Ammunition and Release Information; and  

 
e. Transport and store any firearms (in a protective case 

if available) and ammunition surrendered or seized in 
accordance with the ERPO. Storage of the firearms 
shall be in a manner intended to prevent damage to the 
firearms while the Order is in effect.  Officers or other 
personnel shall not place any mark on the firearms for 
identification or other purposes. 

 
f. A Recovered property offense report will be written to 

document the seizure of firearms and ammunition.    
 

  I. ERPO Court Process and Attendance:   
 

1. Officers who apply for Interim, Temporary, or Final ERPOs will 
be required to attend the court proceeding(s).  

  
a When an officer is the petitioner in an Interim or 

Temporary ERPO hearing, the officer or agency legal 
representative is the only party the court will allow to 
summon witnesses in the case.  Subpoenas will be 
requested through the District Court Clerk’s Office and 
must be served by an officer who is not involved in the 
hearing to avoid any conflict of interest.   

 
  J. Law Enforcement Responsibility upon Expiration of ERPO: 

 
1. Upon the expiration or termination of an ERPO, the Agency 

shall: 
 

a. Notify the Respondent that the Respondent may 
request the return of the firearms and/or ammunition; 

 
b. Before releasing firearms and/or ammunition to the 

Respondent, verify the Respondent is not otherwise 
prohibited from possessing firearms and/or 
ammunition; 

 
c. On request of a Respondent who is not otherwise 

prohibited from possessing firearms and/or 
ammunition, the Agency shall return the firearms 
and/or ammunition to the Respondent no later than: 

 
1. 14 days after the expiration of an Interim or 

Temporary Order; 
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2. 14 days after the court terminates a Final Order; 

or 
 
3. 48 hours after the expiration of the Final Order. 

 
2. A Respondent who does not wish to recover firearms and/or 

ammunition or who is otherwise prohibited from possessing 
firearms and/or ammunition may sell or transfer the firearms 
and/or ammunition to: 

 
a. A Federal Firearms Licensed Dealer (the FFL must 

provide written proof that the Respondent has agreed 
to transfer the firearms and/or ammunition to the dealer 
and this Agreement must be verified with the 
Respondent and the verification documented in 
writing);   

 
b. Another person who is not prohibited from possessing 

the firearms and/or ammunition under State and/or 
Federal Law  and who does not reside in the same 
residence as the Respondent (the person must provide 
written proof that the Respondent has agreed to 
transfer the firearms and/or ammunition to the person 
and the Agreement must be verified with the 
Respondent and the verification documented in 
writing); or 

 
c. Request the Agency destroy the firearms and/or 

ammunition. 
 

3. If an individual other than the Respondent claims ownership 
of a firearm and/or ammunition surrendered or seized as a 
result of an ERPO, the Agency shall only release the firearm 
and/or ammunition to the individual if: 

 
a. The individual provides proof of ownership of the 

firearm and/or ammunition; and 
 
b. The Agency determines the individual is not otherwise 

prohibited from possessing the firearm and/or 
ammunition. 

 
c. In the event a firearm and/or ammunition is not 

reclaimed within 6 months after the notice to a 
Respondent as required in 2.04.007, J, 1a no party 
shall have the right to assert ownership of the firearm 
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or ammunition and the Agency may destroy the firearm 
and/or the ammunition. 

 
  K. Violations of an ERPO: 

 
1. Officers shall arrest with or without an arrest warrant any 

person whom the officer has probable cause to believe is in 
violation of the below terms of an Interim, Temporary, or 
Final ERPO in effect at the time of the violation. 

 
a. Failing to surrender to law enforcement authorities [a 

firearm/ammunition] in [his/her] possession.  
 
b. [Purchasing/possessing] [a firearm/ammunition] 

during the duration of the Extreme Risk Protective 
order. 

 
2. Violation of any other term set forth in an Interim, Temporary, 

or Final ERPO is subject to a State’s Attorney’s Review to 
determine arrest or referral for a contempt hearing. 

 
2.04.008 Ex Parte/Protective Orders  
 

A.  The following persons are eligible to petition the courts for relief 
(through Ex Parte/Protective Orders) from abuse: 
 
1. Current or former spouse; 
 
2. Cohabitant, who is a person who has had a sexual 

relationship with the respondent (person against whom the 
civil protective order is obtained) and who has resided with 
the respondent in this state for a period of at least 90 days 
within one year before filing the petition. 

 
3. A person related by blood, marriage, or adoption; 
 
4. An individual who has a child in common with the 

respondent: 
 
5. A parent, stepparent, child or stepchild of the respondent or 

the person eligible for relief who resides or resided with the 
respondent or person eligible for relief for at least 90 days 
within one year before filing the petition; or 

 
6. A vulnerable adult.                                         
 

  B. These persons, seeking relief through the courts, must be able to 
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  show that abuse has occurred.  “Abuse” is defined as, 
 
1. An act causing serious bodily harm; 
 
2. An act placing a person eligible for relief in fear of imminent 

serious bodily harm;  
 
3. Assault in any degree;  
 
4. Rape or sexual offense, or attempted rape or sexual offense; 

or 
 
5. False imprisonment. 

 
2.04.009 Ex Parte/Protective Orders: Service and Tracking 
 

A. In accordance with Article 88B, 7A, (d) (2) of the Maryland Criminal 
Laws Annotated, the clerks of the courts and appropriate local law 
enforcement agencies are responsible for entry, maintenance, and 
prompt validation of civil protective orders in the Maryland 
Interagency Law Enforcement System, in accordance with 
procedures adopted by the agency. 

 
1. Once the court issues the Ex Parte Order, the Clerk’s Office 

will notify the duty officer and an event will be started in CAD.  
 

2. A deputy sheriff will be dispatched to pick up the Ex Parte 
Order from the District or Circuit Court and return it to the 
duty officer.  The CAD entry will then be closed and all future 
activity will be noted as a follow-up to the original CAD entry.  
Record the CCN on the front sheet for future reference. 

 
3. The duty officer will enter the Ex Parte Order in the logbook 

and ensure that the station clerk has all the necessary 
information for METERS entry. 

 
4. The duty officer will ensure that the “Sheriff’s Office” copy of 

the Ex Parte Order is given to the station clerk for entry into 
METERS. 

 
5. The duty officer will assign the Ex Parte Order to a deputy 

sheriff and ensure their name is indicated in the CAD entry.  
 

6. If the assigned deputy sheriff is unable to serve the Ex Parte 
Order during their shift, it will be returned to the duty officer 
by the end of the shift. This will be noted in CAD. 
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7. The duty officer will then assign the Ex Parte Order to the 
oncoming shift.  The oncoming duty officer will then assign 
the Ex Parte Order to a deputy sheriff for service, which will 
be noted in CAD.  This procedure will be repeated until the 
Ex Parte is served. 

 
8. Once the Ex Parte Order is served, the date of service and 

the deputy sheriff who served the order will be noted in CAD, 
as well as in the logbook. 
 

9.       REFERENCE VACATE ORDERS:  IF IT IS INCLUDED in 
the order as a specific provision that the respondent can 
return to the residence when accompanied by a Law 
Enforcement Officer to gather personal belongings, then the 
Sheriff’s Office will make arrangements to facilitate the 
Domestic Standby.  However, if it is not specifically included 
in the signed Ex Parte/Protective Order, the Respondent is 
not to return to the property.  If the order does not facilitate 
the return to the residence, the Respondent may file a 
motion to modify the order with the Clerk’s Office and a 
hearing will be set in quickly.  If the order is served at the 
residence PRIOR TO ENFORCING THE VACATE ORDER, 
the officers can stand by to facilitate the Respondent’s 
collection of personal belongings. 

 
10. The “Return of Service” is to be placed in the District/Circuit 

Court file tray for return to the appropriate court. 
 

B. The Petitioner will be encouraged to personally contact the duty 
officer to provide any additional information to aid in the service of 
the Ex Parte Order. 

 
2.04.010 Arrestable Conditions of Civil Protective Orders 
 

A. Civil Protective Orders offer the petitioner relief by ordering the 
respondent to:  

 
1. Refrain from abusing or threatening the petitioner; 

 
2.  Refrain from contacting, attempting to contact, or harassing 

the petitioner; 
 

3. Refrain from entering the petitioner’s residence, which 
includes the yard, grounds, outbuildings, and common areas 
surrounding the area;  

 
4. Vacate the residence and award temporary use and 
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possession of the home to the petitioner; or 
 

5. Stay away from the petitioner’s or other family members’ 
places of employment, school or temporary residence. 

 
B. A respondent who violates one of these conditions is guilty of a 

misdemeanor for which the law enforcement officer is required 
under Family Law Article 4-509(a) to make an arrest. 

 
C. Arrest is mandated for violation of Temporary Ex Parte or Protection 

Orders under Family Law Article 4-509(b). The Article states a law 
enforcement officer shall arrest, with or without a warrant, and take 
into custody a person (respondent) whom the law enforcement 
officer has probable cause to believe is in violation of the arrestable 
conditions of a Temporary Ex Parte or Protective Order in effect at 
the time of the violation. 

 
D. Out-Of-State Protective Orders: In accordance with Family Law 

Article 4-508.1 
 

1. Enforcement of Protective Orders in Maryland: A 
Protective Order issued by a court of another state or an 
Indian Tribe will be accorded full faith and credit by a court 
of this State and will only be enforced to the extent that the 
order affords relief as permitted under Article 4-506 (d) of 
this subtitle. 

 
2. Authenticated order required:  A law enforcement officer 

shall arrest with or without a warrant and take into custody a 
person whom the officer has probable cause to believe is in 
violation of a Protective Order issued by a court of another 
state or an Indian tribe and is in effect at the time of the 
violation if the person seeking assistance of the law 
enforcement officer: 

 
a. Has filed with the District Court or Circuit Court for the 

jurisdiction in which the person seeks assistance a 
copy of the order authenticated in accordance with an 
act of Congress or statute of the issuing state; or 

 
b. Displays or presents to the law enforcement officer a 

copy of the order authenticated in accordance with an 
act of Congress or statute of the issuing state. 

 
E. Authentication 

 
Authentication is formal proof that the out-of-state Protective Order 
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is valid and enforceable.  Orders must be authenticated under 
either federal law or the law of the state that issued the Protective 
Order.  The best guideline for a deputy sheriff to follow is the federal 
law, which contains the following three (3) elements for 
authentication: 

 
1. Attestation:  The clerk of the issuing court attests, i.e., signs 

a statement, that the order is true and correct copy of the 
original.  

 
2. Seal:  A seal of the court, if one exists (i.e., an imprint, 

sometimes raised, of a court stamp); and 
 

3. Certification:  A judge certifies, by his/her original or 
stamped signature that the attestation of the clerk is in 
proper form. 

 
F. Out-of-state law requirements may be identical or different from 

federal law requirements.  For example, Maryland utilizes the three 
(3) federal elements in its orders. 

 
G. If a deputy sheriff determines all of the above criteria exist, the 

protective order is authenticated, and the deputy sheriff will make 
an arrest if the violation is an arrestable offense in Maryland. 

 
2.04.011 Peace Orders 
 

A. Anyone who is not eligible for relief under a Protective Order may 
petition for a Peace Order. The Peace Order process closely 
parallels the Protective Order process, although only the District 
Court has jurisdiction concerning Peace Orders. 

 
B. Arrestable Conditions of Peace Orders 

 
Peace Orders Offer the petitioner relief by ordering the respondent 
to: 

 
1. Refrain from committing or threatening to commit any of the 

specified acts;   
 

2. Refrain from contacting or harassing the petitioner; 
 

3. Refrain from entering the residence of the petitioner; and 
 

4. Remain away from the place of employment, school or 
temporary residence of the petitioner. 
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C. Article 3-1508 (A) of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings makes a 
violation of the above conditions a misdemeanor. 

 
D. Article 3-1508 (B) requires a law enforcement officer to “arrest with 

or without a warrant and take into custody an individual whom the 
officer has probable cause to believe is in violation of a Temporary 
Peace Order or Peace Order in effect at the time of the violation.” 

 
2.04.012 Domestic Standbys   
 

A. Deputies will conduct Domestic Standbys in accordance with 
Family Law FL 4-502.  Any person who alleges to have been a 
victim of abuse and who believes there is a danger of serious and 
immediate injury to himself or herself may request the assistance 
of a local law enforcement agency. 

 
B. Deputies responding to the request for assistance will: 

 
1. Protect the complainant from harm when responding to the 

request; and  
 

2. Accompany the complainant to the family home so that the 
complainant may remove personal effects only, regardless 
of who purchased the items: 

 
C. “Personal effects” includes such property as a person might carry, 

or items having a less intimate relation to the person. 
 

1. What is necessary to meet the needs of each person will 
vary according to circumstances. 

 
a. The law specifically provides for certain needs:  FL 4-

502 requires the law enforcement officer to 
accompany the complainant to the home so personal 
clothing, medicine, and medical devices of the 
complainant or any child of the complainant, 
regardless of who paid for the items, may be 
removed. 

 
b. In most cases, toiletries can be considered personal 

effects to meet the needs of the complainant and 
children. 

 
2. Items such as a stereo or television usually would not be 

considered personal effects to meet the immediate needs of 
a person. 
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3. Because the law is not entirely specific as to what might 
constitute personal effects, and what a person’s immediate 
needs might be, deputies are to carefully consider each 
situation they encounter and use good judgment in deciding 
what a person’s personal effects and immediate needs are. 

 
D. If the victim is denied access, the deputy sheriff will: 

 
1. If the complainant is eligible to petition the court for an order 

of protection, suggest the complainant respond to the 
appropriate court to petition the court for an order of 
protection; 

 
2. If the complainant is not eligible to petition the court for an 

order of protection, direct the complainant to the appropriate 
court for relief; 

 
3. Refer the complainant to the Department of Social Services 

or the local service provider for assistance. 
 

E. Deputies responding to a domestic standby are immune from civil 
liability if they act in a reasonable manner and in good faith. 

 
2.04.013 Report Writing  
 

A.  An Offense Report will be prepared in all domestic assault cases. 
 

1.  Deputies will prepare a written offense report for all domestic 
related crimes.  

 
2. When a domestic related assault has occurred involving 

intimate partners, the Domestic Violence Supplemental 
Form will be prepared (SMCSO Form #235), in addition to 
the primary offense report. For domestic disputes not 
involving a crime, the Domestic Violence Supplemental 
Form is not necessary.  

 
3. All domestic violence reports must be submitted on the day 

the incident is reported.  These reports will not be held until 
the next workday.  

 
4. When probable cause exists to make an arrest, and no on- 

scene arrest is made, the deputy sheriff must document the 
circumstances and facts in the narrative portion of the report.  
The deputy sheriff will explain why the aggressor was not 
arrested and what steps he/she took to ensure the victim’s 
safety. 
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B. Domestic Dispute (CAD Card Domestic No Assault)  

 
1. A domestic dispute is a domestic argument where after a 

thorough investigation, it is determined a crime has not 
occurred. 

 
2. Once it has been determined that a crime has not occurred, 

the incident will be documented electronically in the deputy’s 
Mobile Data Browser program via the notes section in the 
CAD card. 

 
3. The persons involved shall be added to the person’s file of 

the card and along with a thorough narrative of the incident. 
 

C. Report Content:  In all offense or incident reports deputies will 
document the following information: 

 
1. All parties involved are to be identified by full name, date of 

birth, address, home and work phone numbers;   
 

2. Relationship of the parties and number of years involved;  
 

3. Names and dates of birth of all children present during the 
incident;  

 
4. What type of weapons were used, if applicable;  

 
5. Use of alcohol or drugs by any parties (victim or suspect) 

involved;  
 

6. Excited utterances;  
 

7. Condition of the crime scene (disarray of physical 
surroundings);  

 
8. Whether any weapons involved were seized as a result of 

the crime;  
 

9. Document if photographs were taken and of what;  
 

10. Whether medical treatment was needed by any of the 
involved parties; and/or 

 
11. Type of injuries sustained.  

 
12. The narrative portion of the report will include: the 
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circumstances surrounding the incident, elements of all 
involved crimes, type of charges filed and, if no charges are 
being filed, justification for not filing must be included in the 
report, and documentation that the victim was given the 
“Crime Victims and Witnesses: Your Rights and Services” 
booklet. 

2.04.014 Duty Officer’s and Supervisor’s Roles and Responsibilities 

Duty Officers and supervisors will monitor their deputies’ responses to 
domestic violence cases to ensure compliance with the St. Mary’s County 
Sheriff’s Office Policies and Procedures.  Duty Officers and supervisors 
will monitor areas of problem solving, dual arrests, report writing and what 
action the deputies took regarding the safety of the victims.  Duty Officers 
and supervisors will ensure deputies document all domestic violence 
incidents properly through utilization of the Offense Report, Maryland 
Domestic Violence Supplement Report, and regular Supplemental 
Reports.  

2.04.015 Domestic Violence Unit (DVU) Roles and Responsibilities 

The DVU is responsible for follow-up investigations on all domestic related 
crimes involving intimate partners, providing assistance to the victims of 
domestic violence, coordinating domestic violence investigations among 
allied agencies, and providing domestic violence information to the public.   

2.04.016 Lethality Assessments 
 

A. Purpose: To implement the use of a domestic violence lethality 
assessment at domestic violence calls for service involving an 
assault between intimate partners. The lethality assessment will aide 
in identifying those victims at risk for serious bodily harm or death.  

 
B. Identification of Victims:  It is the policy of the St. Mary’s County 

Sheriff’s Office to attempt to identify victims of domestic violence in 
potentially lethal situations and place those victims in immediate and 
direct contact with a domestic violence program counselor.  Deputies 
will use the Domestic Violence Lethality Screen for Law Enforcement 
located on back side of the Domestic Violence Supplemental 
(SMCSO Form #235) as an instrument to identify and help victims 
who would be assessed as being in danger of serious bodily harm or 
death.  When a victim is assessed as being in danger, the deputy 
should immediately contact The Southern MD Center for Family 
Advocacy (240) 925-0084 and ask the victim to speak with a 
counselor.   

 
C. Lethality Screening Questions and Indicators:  A first responder 

using a lethality assessment will ask a victim of domestic violence 11 
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questions that were determined to be critical factors in identifying 
victims who are in danger of serious bodily harm or death. When an 
officer is interviewing a victim of domestic violence, after the officer 
has filled out a Domestic Violence Supplemental, they will initiate the 
lethality screen of the victim. 

  
1. Screening Questionnaire:  The officer will ask the victim 11 yes 

or no questions. If the victim gives positive responses to any of 
Questions 1-3, this triggers an automatic “High-Danger” 
assessment. If the victim gives negative responses to questions 
1-3 but gives positive responses to at least 4 of questions 4-11, 
this triggers an automatic “High-Danger” assessment. An officer 
may also trigger a protocol referral if he/she believes the victim is 
in a potentially lethal situation. 

 
2. Referral – Triggered: If the referral is triggered, the officer will 

advise the victim that their situation has shown that the victim is 
at an increased level of danger, and that people in their situation 
have been killed or seriously injured.  The officer will call The 
Southern Maryland Center for Family Advocacy 24-hour 
domestic violence hotline, advise the counselor of the situation 
and let the victim speak with the counselor. If the victim refuses 
to speak with the hotline counselor, the officer is to still call The 
Southern Maryland Center for Family Advocacy 24-hour 
domestic violence hotline and once again offer a chance for the 
victim to speak with the counselor.  If the victim continues to 
refuse to speak with the counselor, the deputy should do the 
same thing they would do for a victim who did not trigger the 
referral, including conveying information that the counselor has 
suggested and going over some safety tips when the victim does 
not want to leave.  

 
3. Referral – not Triggered:  If the referral is not triggered, or victim 

does not answer the screening questions, the deputy will advise 
the victim that domestic violence is dangerous and sometimes 
fatal.  Inform the victim to watch for the signs of increased 
violence or threat and immediately contact the Sheriff’s Office for 
assistance.  Provide the victim with the Sheriff’s Office telephone 
number, the case number, and the deputy’s contact information 
in case the victim needs help.  Refer the victim to The Southern 
MD Center for Family Advocacy for additional assistance. 
 

4. Reporting: Upon receipt from the Records Section, the Domestic 
Violence Unit will forward all completed Domestic Violence 
Lethality Screens for Law Enforcement to The Southern MD 
Center for Family Advocacy fax 301-373-4147. The Domestic 
Violence Unit shall also prepare and forward quarterly reports to 
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the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence, due by the 15th 
of January, April, July, and October.  A copy of these reports will 
be maintained indefinitely by the Domestic Violence Unit. 

 
The quarterly reports will contain the following information:  

 
a. How many lethality screens were attempted? 

 
b. How many victims were screened in high danger? 

 
c. How many victims were not screened in high danger? 

 
d. How many did not respond to the screening 

questions? 
 

e. How many screened victims spoke to a counselor? 
 
 
SAMPLE ATTACHED: 
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